
Christmas, 1921.
W E  W ISH ALL OUR READERS A 

VERY HAPPY CHRISTMAS AND 
A BRIGHT AND PROSPEROUS 
N EW  YEAR.

The M a g a z in e .
T he price of th is  copy of th e  M agazine is 3d. W ith  

o u r  n ex t issue we en te r on our Seventeenth year, a very 
respectable age for a P arish  M agazine. W e have  o u t
lived  m any of ou,r contem poraries. T he p ast year was 
th e  m ost difficult of all years for a  M agazine owing to the  
h igh  cost of paper and p rin ting . The expense oi pub
lish ing  has now been som ew hat redtaced. W e have a r 
ranged to publish Seagoe Parish M agazine on th e  first 
S a tu rd ay  of each m onth  du ring  1922 a t th e  price of Three 
Pence for each num ber. A  new feature of g reat in te rest 
will be introduced!. E ach  m onth we will p rin t a block 
o r  photograph illu stra ting  th e  p as t or p resen t h isto ry  of 
th e  Parish . T his will, we believe, add greatly  to  th e  
in te res t of th e  M agazine and to its  vahie as a  historic 
record.

W e th an k  very sincerely all ou r readers who- so fa ith 
fully  clung to th e  M agazine th rough  the  p a s t year, even 
though it  cost fourpence a  num ber. T he sales were qiuite 
a s  larg e  as ever—a good proof of th e  hold w hich the  
M agazine possesses over th e  Parishioners.

W e owe especially a d eb t of g ra titu d e  to  those who <v> 
kindly d is trib u te  th e  M agazine month, by m onth. W ith 
o u t th e ir  help, so w illingly rendered', th e  circulation of 
th e  M agazine would b e  g reatly  reduced,, and its  usefulness 
dim inished.

T his num ber will be read  by Seagoe people in th e  
U nited  S tates, A ustra lia , C anada, South A frica, New 
Zealand, E g y p t and India, no t to  m ention places nearer 
hoin® as E ngland and Scotland. As they  read  i t  they 
will th in k  of th e  old P arish  and of th e  C hurch where 
th ey  and th e ir  fa th e rs w orshipped in  bygone days. May 
th e  th ough t of th e  old place across th e  seas hallow  and 
sw eeten th e ir  lives and draw  them  nearer each day to 
th e  Throne of Grace.

A d ve n t, 1921.
W e have already entered th e  season of A dvent which 

begins the  round of the  C hristian  year. I ts  message is 
“ W atchfulness” —■‘‘L est coming suddenly H e find, you 
sleeping.”  W e watch for th e  second coming of th e  M aster. 
W orship will help us to be  w a tch fu l W e  will m eet to 
ge ther in the House of P ray e r and kneel together around 
H is H oly T able  and experience th e re  th e  blessedness of 
those who w ait for th e ir  Lord. A dven t and L ent a re  the  
tw o great Mission Seasons of th e  C hurch. L et uis m ark 
th is  .Season by  an earnest and p rayerfu l effort to  be 
more faithful in our Service of Christ.

S p e c ia l  A d v e n t S e r v ic e s .
Four g reat sub jects will be considered on each of the 

four Sundays in A dvent. A dvent Sunday, Novem ber

27th— ‘‘Foreign M issions;”  Sunday, Decem ber 4th— “ Bible 
S tu d y ;” Sunday, Decem ber 11th— “ T em perance;” Sun
day , Decem ber 18th— “ Sunday O bservance;” and special 
subjects will also be considered on W ednesdays.

C h r is tm a s  D a y  S e r v ic e s .
C hristm as Day th is  year falls on Sunday, and th e  fol

lowing Services will be held in Seagoe Parish Church :
3 a.m .—Holy Communion.

11.30 a.m .—M orning Prayer^ Serm on and Holy Com 
munion.

7 p.m .—Evening P ray er and Sermon..
The offerings a t 8 :i in. and 11.30 a.m . will be for th e  

C hristm as C lothing Fu n d  for th e  Poor of th e  Parish.

The S u s te n ta tio n  Fu n d ,
The Collectors a re  m aking th e  A nnual Collection fo.' 

th e  Susten tation  Fund. M uch depends on th is  y ea r’s 
Collection, and we hope the  Parish ioners will give in
creased subscriptions.

T he Envelope System of W eekly C ontributions has 
worked well during  the  past year, and the  Select V estry  
have decided to  still fu rth er extend it  du ring  the  coming 
year. T he upkeep of th e  Parish  Church and i ts  Services 
have h ith e ito  fallen on those Parish ioners who worship in 
it, bu t t ’n is does no t seem quite  fair, and in  fu tu re  i t  is 
fe lt th a t th e  P arish  as a  whole should share th e  buirdien.

B a n d  o f
A m ost successful B and of Hope M eeting was held in 

E denderry  Parochial H all on T hursday, Novem ber 10th. 
T he Hall was crowded, and every item  was loudly ap 
plauded. Some nice choruses were sung an d  am using 
dialogues, each enshrining an  im portan t Tem perance 
tru th , were perform ed. The Rev. A. 0 .  D raper gave a 
s tirrin g  address to  the  children on the  E vils of In tem per
ance.

G h u rc h  P a ra d e .
A  well a ttended  Church Parade  took place in Seagoe 

C hurch on Sunday evening, Novem ber 13th The P arish  
Scouts and G irl Guides were present under th e ir officers. 
The Rev. F . J .  H alahan, M .C., H ector of Drum cree, 
preached from th e  tex t “ Look unto th e  Rock whence ye  
a re  hew n,”  and spoke on th e  value of C hristian  Training 
in youth. The offerings w ere on behalf of the  Scouts and 
G irl Guides.

O ld  S e a g o e  G ra v e y a rd .
W e are glad to  see th a t  an effort is being m ade by a  

Com m ittee in Portadow n to improve th e  condition of old 
Seagoe G raveyard. W e hope they  will persevere in th e ir  
efforts 'until Seagoe G raveyard  is b rought in to  such o rder 
and neatness as becomes the resting  place of our Dead. 
M oney will be needed, b u t we, are qu ite  sure th a t m ost 
of those who have burial rig h ts  in  the G raveyard will be  
prepared  to  subscribe. A new care tak er’s house and a 
w aiting  room or she lte r a re  u rgently  neode.i. M ore 
strin g en t regulations are also required as to the  admission 
of young children) to  th e  G raveyard unless accompanied 
by adults.

Seagoe (parish /lfoaga3íne.
D E C E M B E R , 1921.
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A rm is t ic e  D a y  in  S ea g o e . P a r is h  R e g is te r  fo r  N o v ., I92t•

On Novem ber 11th a  special Service was held  an Seagoe 
Church a t 10.30 a.m. A t 10.55 those who w ere present, 
w ith  th e  Clergy, proceeded to  tihe Memorial G ates, where 
th e  children a ttend ing  Seagoe D ay School w ere d raw n up 
w ith  their Teachers. P ray er was said, and a t 11 the  two 
m inutes “ Silence” was observed, a lte r  w hich all ]om ed 
in  th e  singing of th e  N ational Anthem . T he Union 
Ja c k  was held  by  E rnest A llen, whose fa ther, W . .T 
Allen, fell on th e  1st Ju ly , 1916.

G hota N a g p u r M is s io n .
On T hursday, Novem ber 3rd.. M iss H enry  (who h as ie- 

cently  re tu rned  afte r five y ears’ work in  Ghota N agpur, 
(India) gave a very in teresting  address to a  large  g a th e r
ing of Seagoe people in  Seagoe School. The h ab its  and 
custom s of th e  Indian  people w ere described, an d  a num 
b e r of curios which M iss H enry  h ad  brough t from Chota 
N agpur were explained b y  th e  L ecturer. T he children 
p resen t sang a  nice M issionary hym n and showed muon 
in te res t in  th e  proceedings. C ards w ere  taken  by many 
in  support of th e  “Seagoe C ot”  in  th e  hospital in In d ia

A S e a g o e  M a n ’s  A d v e n tu re .
Dr. V ictor W alk er w rites under date  1st Ju ly , 1921, 

on  board th e  S. S. W oodarra— “ W e have been to  P o rt 
C halm ers, L y ttle to n , C hristchurch , and Auckland. I took 
a  tr ip  to a  place called R otorua. T h ere  are  ho t springs 
w ith  boiling w a ter sp u rtin g  ou t. You catch  a fish in  a  
stream  and pop i t  in to  a h o t spring  tw o fee t aw ay and 
th en  m ake your d inner off it. I  bath6d in th e  warm  sul
p h u r  w ater as i t  issued from  th e  earth . T hree  n igh ts ago

I was in an Earthquake.
I t  woke us a ll up  a t  1.30 in th e  m orning. I t  lasted th ree  
m inu tes and shook th e  house, b u t  did no dam age.

W e had a  nice ru n  from  th e  Panam a Canal. W e had 
tim e  to  go ashore a t  Panam a. I t  w as very  ho t. W hile 
crossing th e  Pacific Ocean we had  Fancy dress da  ces 
a n d  B ridge p a rties  every n igh t. I  dressed up in  a  L am p
shade an d  W indow  C urta in  and was th e  Belle of th e  
Ball. Our voyage lasted  seven weeks and! I  was very 
g lad  to ge t on shore again .”

S e a g o e  S c h o o l C o n c e r t•
On Thiursdav, Novem ber 17th, EcLendierry H all was 

packed, even th e  gallery was filled. A  splendid P ro 
gram m e h ad  been arranged, all th e  item s being perform - 
ed by th e  pupils of Seagoe N ational School. There w ere 
23 item s on th e  Program m e and every  one of tlhem was 
well done. W here so m uch was excellent i t  is impossible 
to  single ou t any for special m ention, b u t th e  m errim ent 
reached1 h igh  w ater m ark  when in  “ T he B arber s Shop 
th e  servant girl (Jack  H ill) fa in ted  a t  th e  s ig h t of blood. 
Mr. M 'C o m t’s “ A w kw aid  S q u ad ”  was also m ost am using 
and  useful, too as illu stra tin g  th e  value of a  Scout’s  t ra in 
ing. B oth g irls and boys took p a r t  in th e  E ntertainm ent. 
W e congratu late M r. and 'Mrs. E ennix  and M r. Dickson 
on  the  success of th e  C oncert and th e  evidence of careful 
tra in in g  show n by  th e  children . M ;ss G reene, of D un
gannon, proved a  m ost efficient accom panist a t  th e  Piano. 
T h e  proceeds, which am ounted to  th e  n e t sum of £ 1 3  10s 
6d, go tnw ards th e  Seagoe School E q u ipm en t andi E x 
pense» Fund.

B a p t is m s .
T he following w ere B aptized in Seagoe P arish  C hurch 

on Novem ber 5 th , 1921 :—
Cull—Louisa, d augh ter of W illiam  and Em m a C ull, o f 

E denderry.
S p o n s o r s —Louisa B eattie , Em m a W ebb.

Thornton—E dna, daughter of W illiam  Jo h n  and Louisa 
Thornton, of E denderry.

S p o n so rs .—E lizabeth  Green, Eveli-ie Fox.
N eill— D avid Bell, son of Jam es and Sarah Neill, of K ilh - 

comaine.
S p o n s o r s — M ary Rachel Neill, Sarah  Neill.

Russell—Novem ber 16th, 1921, M argaret, daugh ter of 
Joseph  Thom as and Han mill Bella Russell, of 
Tarson.

S p o n s o r s —Joseph Thom as Russell, P risc illa  Caddell, 
H annah Bella Caddell.

B u r ia ls »
W eir— Novem ber 6 th , Isabel W eir, of Portadow n, aged 

1J- years.
Gilpin—Novem ber 16th, R o bert G ilpin, of Belfast, aged 

79 years.
B urns—Novem ber 21st, M ary  B urns, of E denderry , aged 

68 years.

O b itu a ry .
M r. R obert G ilpin, whose B urial in  Seagoe we record  

th is  m onth , was alw ays very m uch a ttached  to  th e  o ld  
Parish . H e was b om  on th e  29th Jan u a ry , 1842, and w as 
th e  youngest of nine, four boys and' five girls. T hey 
orig inally  cam e from th e  B lue Stone, and belonged, so 
th e  P arish  of Seagoe. H is death  severs a  long link  w ith  
th e  p a s t, being th e  last of his fam ily, extending from  
1816 to  1921. T he deceased spent about 36 years in  
Leeds, and on re tirin g  some ten  years ago came to  Bel
fast, w here h e  resided a t  5 Donegall Square South. H is  
d eath  took place on 13th Novem ber, 1921. Some years 
ago h e  cam e to Seagoe and m ade sure th a t  a  burial p lace 
would be reserved fo r him  in  th e  old graveyard. Hi» 
nephew s, who were p resent a t his funeral, carefully fol
lowed his wishes. M r. G ilpin was a constan t reader of 
Seagoe M agazine, and especially enjoyed th e  Old Seagoe 
Notes.

P a r is h  R e p o rt  fo r  1920  (Continued).
H ACRNAHAY SU NDA Y SCHOOL ACCOUNT.

M onthly Collection up  to  Decem ber, 1920, £5  16s 9d ; 
R en t of G arden . 15s ; R en t of House, £ 2  12s Od ; B alance 
in  hands from  1919, £ 3  4s l i d ;  Received for Prizes, £2- 
4s 0d.—£14 12s 8d.

P a id  for Books, £ 6  13s 5d ; Oil. 2s 5d ; C aretaker, 15s ; 
Coal, £ 2  5s Od' ; R ates, 11s Od ; R epairs, 15s Od ; B alance 
in hands, £ 3  10s lOd.—£14 12s 8d.

D is t r ic t  H a rv e s t  S e r v ic e s .
The following sum s were collected a t  th e  D istric t H a r 

vest Services recen tly  held)—H acknahay, £ 3  Is  2d and 
£ 1  13s 4d ; D rum gor, £ 1  9s 2d and 19s 9^d ; C arne, £1  
19s 5d  and  16s 9-^d ; Levaghery. £1  6s 4d and  £1  4s 0 ^ d ; 
E d enderry  £ 3  6e Od and 10s l id .
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The M is s e s  D a w so n .
Miss M ary and Mies C herry  Dawson have re tu rn ed  from  

South Am erica and have recently  been staying w ith  M iss 
Forde, near Lmrgan. W e hope soon to see them  a t  some 
of our Services and gatherings in Seagoe. T hey have 
had a long experience of w ork in  th e  Foreign  Mission 
F ield am ongst th e  Indiants of th e  Chaco. T heir m any 
friends in Seagoe will be glad to see them  once again. 
T hey had a  very eventful voyage ou t w hen re ta in in g  to  
Chile in  191ÍÍ They cam e in for th e  Revolution in  Lisbon 
and  were chased by  subm arines in  th e  South  A tlantic.

A lm a n a c s .

Seagoe K alendar, P rice  3d, is now on Sale a t  Mr. 
K yle’s, 16 B ridge S treet, and m ay also be had  from  th e  
Sunday School Superintendents. I t  is p rin ted  on A rt 
P ap er and contains a beautiful Coloured P ic tu re  “ T he 
Boyhood of C h rist.”  Only 150 copies of i t  hav e  been 
p rin ted  so a n  early purchase is essential.

Seagoe P a rish  A lm anac, price 3d, w i l l  also be  o k  sale 
in  a  few days. I t  contains a tex t of Scrip ture fo r every 
day of th e  year, and m any b rig h t coloured pictures.

" w ith  THE 66 NIN
B y L ieu t.-C o l. S . ^

(Continued from Oetober-Novem ber M agazine.)

Monday, March 6th__W ounded were all only slight,
I ’m thankful to  say, so far. 2 las t tim e in. T hey seem 
to  have got on all r ig h t, b u t had ra th e r a  bad' tim e. Send 
all socks and keep m aking more. I ’m qu ite  w arm  an d  
have never fe lt cold in day tim e. R eason why th ey  r e 
lieve every 48 hours at. Y pres is th e  trenches are so awful. 
B erry re tu rned  to-day all rig h t again. Tuesday—Such a 
sharp  frost, th e  sharpest we have had  yet. H ard  to  keep 
warm  in  bed. Yes, Byng got th e  X V II. Corps. W e  a re  
now in X. Corps, commanded by  M orland. H ad  a  long 
trek  round th e  Trenches w ith  Fergie th is p.m . I n  places 
they  are bad and will be worse when th e  thaw  comes. 
A man in ‘C .’ was badly wounded near us by  W hizz- 
Bang, 4 shrapnel wounds in his head. F ea r he  w ill no t 
recover. S tew art is his name. I. had  a long ta lk  w ith  
our new B a tte ry  Commander, Selag-M ontefiore (our own 
gunners have taken  over th e  line) a  most capable fellow. 
Came ou t as a  Sub in F . He says the  m en a re  oomintg 
on fast and have done a lot of shooting. W e still have 
our old Heavies, only new  F ield Gunners. W e relieve th e
2  Coys in  th e  line by the  o th er 2 to-night. I  relieve P ra t t  
Thursday. W e come out Sunday now. b u t  an o th er Coy 
goes in  T huisdav , as we tak e  over more of th e  liine. T his 
b it of the  line is m ore convenient bo th  as to  relief and! th e  
shorter distance to  carry  supplies. B e tte r dug outs, a 
good deal, and w ith fine w eather will soon, be all r ig h t. I  
believe we go out to  rest a t  H edauville about 2 m iles 
back from th is. W heatley  is Lt.-C'ol. of th e  R .A  Bde. 
I  knew him  in India, and ’Oky— a fine fellow. H e  was 
■commanding 7th B aty  in 29th Div. a t Gallipoli, so has 
seen a bit.

Keep Sending Socks and Candles,

Socks urgent. N ice gum boots, wear them  o u t very

M is s io n  W e e k «
T he House-to-House Collection for Foreign  M issions was; 

in aide in  th e  P arish  during th e  week N ovem ber 6th— 13th. 
W e  thanik all th e  Collectors who d id  th e ir  w ork  so effi
c iently . If they  have n o t yet handed in  th e ir  Envelopes: 
w ill th ey  please do so w ithou t delay  so th a t  th e  re tum ss 
m ay  be p rin ted  in  our Jan u a ry  num ber.

in  France*
T!he follow ing from  Seagoe P arish  w ere p resen t a t  

T h iepval on S a tu rday , Novem ber 18th, for th e  D ed ica tio n  
of th e  M em orial to  th e  U lste r Division—M rs. G errard* 
M iss Isabel A tkinson, M r. Joyce, and M r. Jam es Sh ep 
h e rd  of L evaghery. Miss A tkinson w rites from  A m iens 
u n d e r d a te  Novem ber 18th—“ T he w eather w as perfect* 
c lear and cold, b u t  su rsh in e , and  every th ing  w ent off7 
w ell except for th e  absence of th e  tw o  leaders. There 
was a la rg e  gathering  of F ren ch  as w ell a s  B ritish  i<p 
ta k e  p a r t  in th e  ceremony, and a g re a t m any  Famous 
people, civil a s  well as m ilitary . G eneral W eygand  is. 
such a  sm all n e a t lit t le  m an. T he lunch was a  wonderful 
affair, and such a  d istinguished caow d! W e  s ta r t  a t  9' 
a.m. on M onday in  a  m otor to  v isit th e  C em eteries a t  
H am el.”

Fh ” IN FRANCE.
. BLACKER, D .5.O .
soon. H ave go t th e  P ap e r about forw arding com forts. 
I t ’s  h a rd  to m ake head or ta il  of i t ,  b u t  as socks a n d  
candles have  n o t m aterialised y e t  I  have  w ritten  h im  say
ing  w e w an t them  urgently . A  le tte r  from  D uchess of 
A bercom  about prisoners’ Comforts. M ust now  w restle  
w ith  B a tta lio n  accounts. Sharp frost again. T hey  “th re a 
te n  to  tak e  P r a t t  for D ivisional School. W ednesday, 
March 8th.—Lovely w arm  day, b u t s t i ll  frosty . H a d  
g re a t inspection of T ransport ; horses and m en looking 
very  well. Corps Commander M orland cam e to  day a n d  
sen t for Co.O .’s  to  m ake th e ir  acquaintance. V ery  p le a 
san t, recalled  A ldershot days, w hen h e  was a ttach ed  to  I  
B a tte ry . V ery  sound soldier—knows N ugent, as he  w as 
in 60th. W e h a d  a  poor Barossa celebration , everyone 
being on th e  m ove and upset. G eneral (Div.) o rdered  a  
heav y  s tra fe  by  o u r a rtille ry  on H u n  T ran sp o rt a t  6 . M  
p .m . No use, as they  re ta lia te  on o u rs a n d  m ake th in g s  
u np leasan t for th e  fighting troops, a n d  increases discom 
fo rts  in  fro n t line. A tkinson has to  tak e  over a  very  h a d  
b i t  to  m orrow n ight. No dug ou ts fo r Officers. V ery  
lim ited  fo r men. T renches knee deep in  slush - i ts  r a th e r  
h a rd . Thü m en have dome splendid w ork  on  th e  T ren 
ches. T h an k  goodness th is  is only for 3  days. P r a t t ’» 
nam e h a s  no t gone in fo r Div. School, so I  hope I  sha ll 
n o t loee h im , though  I  know i t ’s  only a  m atte r  of tinr*. 
M enaul has gone m ap m aking in  th e  neighbourhood,, a j f 
doing In telligence Officer for th e  B atta lion , an d  tra in ing  
Scouts. S till lives w ith  us, b u t is  s tru c k  off Trench, 
d u ty . T h e  am oun t of paper th a t  is  launched a t o n e  
every  day is rem arkable, and m ost of i t  con trad ic tory  o f 
som e form er O rder, so you don’t  know w here you stand . 
T hough th e  frost and snow is h a tefu l th e  fine su nny  days, 
a re  delightful. Thursday, March Stb.—A nother frost, 
h a rd  an d  b lack, and cold. H e re  I  am  in  th e  line ajfain. 
and quit® comfy.
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Quite a Decent Dug-Out.
long  and  narrow , w ith  a p a rtitio n  off for m y p a r t, con
ta in in g  bed a n d  sm all tab le , a n d  much easier, of course, 
th a n  usual. I  came in  w ith B erry  about 3.30 R ode to 
w ith in  a m ile and only had about 1,000 y a rd s of com
m unication  T rench. Hooper and k it  were her® before me 
H a d  tea  and w andered off round  th e  line. T he b i t  we 
h a v e  been in  sincc Sat. is w onderfully clean ; th ey  m ust 
h a v e  a ll w orked hard. W here  i t  was over knee deep in 
w a te r and  slush , qu ite  clean—th a t  is m ain a rte ry  a n d  fire 
tren ch . Of course, side trenches and accessories s till  bad. 
B u t th e  new  b it  ‘R ' Coy. has tak en  over to-day is 
aw ful— 18ins. deep everyhere, except w here i t  is 3 feet 
deep ! Few  an d  bad d u g  outs, bu t th ey  are qu ite  cheery. 
F rid ay , M arch 10th.—V ery qu iet so far. A n o th er snow 
fa ll in th e  n ig h t, and frost. H ad  quite  a  good night.
V ery  quiet. D earth  of w ater th is  m orning. J u s t  off to
w ander round. A  qu iet day and Trenches im proving by 
h a rd  w ork. P o o r 'B ’ Coy. had  a w retched n ig h t. 2 
P la toons in  F ire  T rench all n ig h t, and  snowing an d  freez
ing . T haw ing a ll day, and still doing it. H ave now  got 
th e  old T rench d ir t  g round in to  m e H ands, face, and 
c lo thes grim y an d  m uddy. A  new youth , Ozzard, joined
to-day . H e  seems a  good sort. Only saw h im  for a  few
m in u tes on  h is  w ay to  ‘A ’ Coy. E nsor laid  up  w ith  e ry 
sipelas in  London. A ll leave still stopped. Accommoda
tio n  h e re  is very  lim ited. P ad re  re tu rn s to-m orrow , b u t 
■doubt if  h e  can stay  in  th e  line th is  to u r an y w ay . W e ’ve 
r ig g ed  u p  qu ite  a  good stove in  th is dug o u t in  p lace of 
th e  coke brazier, w hich is a g rea t im provem ent. We 
a re  Just on th e  rig h t of w here we w ere in November. 
B avarians opposite us I  th in k  Saturday, M arch I l th .— 
S ti ll  d u ll, slight frost and lig h t snow. A  very heavy 
bom bardm ent ju s t  S. of us near our la s t place, from  11.15 
p.m. to  12.4C a .m ., b u t apparen tly  noth ing developed of 
a  serious n a tu re  anyw ay. W e w ere a ll up and ready. A 
th ic k  fog and  one could w alk abou t on top o r ‘on  th e  
l id ’ and g e t a  b e tte r  idea of th e  trenches. Such a  maze 
o f  unused half com plete trenches as th ere  are. W ent 
round  th e  line  a fte r  breakfast. There m et th e  R .E . Fd. 
Coy. M ajor a n d  Sub. (both cap ita l fellows), and  prospect
ed  sig h ts fo r new dug outs. T hen  Bull came an d  I went 
ro u n d  w ith  him , then  lunch an d  a  rest ; th en  th e  P adre , 
a n d  th en  ro u n d  ‘on  th e  l id ,’ an d  so home. I  hear Ross 
S m y th ’s  B a tta lio n  lost 3 killed and! about 12 w ounded in 
la s t  n ig h t’s  stra fe , w hich was w onderfully l ittle  consider
in g  th e  am ount of heavy stuff th e  H uns p u t  in . ‘B ’ Coy 
Slave w orked so well in  fearfu lly  m iserable conditions, and 

Never a Murmur or Grumble.

R elief to-m orrow , I  hope by  day ligh t. E ven  so don’t  ex
p e c t to  b e  back  a t  H ------  till 8 o r 9 p .m . D rizzle se t in
th is  evening so hope th e  thaw  has really  come a t last. 
R a th e r  fe a r  th e  French, w ill have to  fa ll back, no t really  
serious, b u t  will help to  hearten  th e  Huns. I  see th e  
G erm an F le e t is out, b u t I  expect won’t  go far. I t  m ay 
t»e they  a re  going for a  big th in g  all round. T hey d o n ’t  
seem  to  suffer from  lack of am m unition judging  from  last 
n ig h t, w hich w as ju st re ta lia tion  for N ugent’s  stra fe  of 
th e ir  T ransport. Sunday, M arch 12th.—Such a  glorious 
sp rin g  m orning, sunny and warm , b u t  of course every
th in g  m uddy. A  qu iet n ight. W e killed a large  r a t  in 
Ih e  dug o u t th is  m orning. Monday, M arch I3 th .—The

day lig h t relief was vetoed after all, and I  d idn’t  get in: 
h ere  t il l  11 p .m ., and, th e  last Coy not till m idnight. The 
relief began a t 7 p.m . and finished a t 9.30 p.m. B erry, 
G ather and I  then  walked to E —— 1 £ miles, got on ponies 
and  rode on here, 2 i—3 miles. Such a lovely day, per
fect spring  day , and  so poozy. The men had  breakfast 
a t  9 a.m . and  are basking in  the  sun and cleaning them 
selves and resting. Q uite comfy here. I really  hope now 
th e  fine w eather has come to stay. I t  is really  heavenly 
to-day. T he usual old b illeting worries. No straw , b idets 
d ir ty , m en crowded, loss of k it, alleged damage of all 
sorts, lack of firing, fuel etc. B ut w ith  fine w eather and 
everybody cheerful difficulties m elt away. W e have a r
ranged  for th e  Div. Folly Troop to give perform ances 
for th e  men M onday, Tuesday and W ednesday. I ’m con
vinced its  Essential to Rest the Men. 
body and m ind while out of the line, to keep them  fit
and well. Tuesday, March 14th__Severe thunderstorm
last n igh t from  7.30—8 and to rren ts  of rain . A  sligh t 
frost and another lovely day. T he concert by Div. 
Follies of 8 men was quite good, and  th e  m en enjoyed it ; 
i t  bored me to  tears. John  Redm ond w rites to me he has 
sen t a parcel of Sham rock for th e  m en of th e  17th ! So 
peaceful in th e  sun ; one hard ly  hears the  guns 
I  h ea r leave is to  open again- next week. J u s t  had a bath  
and feel clean. I  had, a ta lk  to th e  N .C .O .’s to-day, th e  
first tim e I  had been able to get them  together for ages 
—th e ir  du ties and, responsibilities as leaders—and, a  gene
ra l ta lk  about th e  w ar, and how i t  is progressing every
where. Am having a short B atta lion  parade in  the  m orn
ing, and  we have to  send 600 m en for working p a rty  to  
dig trenches, a t 6 p.m . T he shower last n igh t was very 
pa rtia l, and they  d id  not get i t  in  th e  line, I believe. 
Poor S tew art has diedi a t  Rouem. H e was badly m auled 
about th e  face, eye, and) b ra in , w ith  shrapnel. If  th is 
w eather lasts we shall sooni have th e  trenches in  grand 
order. 2 bales of socks have come a n d  Fergie is to  le t me 
know how m any. H e and the  T ransport are 3 miles 
aw ay, which is ra th e r  a  nuisance, b u t he ’s got su-ch a 
splendid sto re  and place generally, an d  is so handy to th e  
T rench line, th a t  i t ’s  no t w orth  m oving him. I  couldn’t  
m anage Barossa D ay. W ednesday, M arch 15th.— A dull 
day, b u t  fine, not- so warm , roads drying u p  well. I  see 
L loyds’ are laying 5 to  1 against th e  w ar being over in 
1916. I  hear th a t troops th a t  have  been in  Gallipoli are 
coming here. The 29th Div. is coming to  us, I believe. 
T hey are  form ing a  new V III. Corps. Thursday, March 
16th.—Do hope you are  hav ing  th is nice weather. To
day another sunny  warm  one. W e had  500 m en ou t 
d igging a  new  Trenich las t n ig h t, from 7 p.m . till 1 a.m. 
I t  was a lovely n ight, and th ey  left us alone. 29th Div. 
does no t come here. W e are 32, 36, and! 49. S ir George 
R ichardson has sen t th e  Sham rock to  all th e  Battalions. 
T he roads a re  d ry in g  u p  splendidljy and th e  Trenches also, 
I ’m th an k fu l to  say. P ad re  back again  an d  in g-ramd- 
form.

A Concert on St. Patrick’s Day.

W e all h ad  a la te  breakfast a fte r o u r n igh t o u t;  men as 
well. They love a lie  ini bed, w hich th ey  seldom get. 
N ever can  see why th ey  should be rou ted  up a t  dawn, 
when th ere ’s  noth ing to  be done and- they  are resting.

(To be continued.)


