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The Saurin Centenary
A notable date in  the history of Seagce 

occurs this m onth, for it was on Oec. 
18th, 1826, ju st 100 years ago, that the 
Rev. Jam es Saurin, then a young clergy
m an, 28 years of age, was appointed 
Vicar of Seagoe, and he continued in  
the P arish  as  Vicar and Rector for the 
long space of 53 years, un til his death 
in  May, 1879. The Saurin  fam ily were, 
of F rench origin. Jean Saurin, who w as 
born in  1632, settled a t  Geneva, having 
left Nismes, in  France, where he for
merly resided. His second son, Louis, 
became eventually Precentor of Christ 
Church Cathedral, Dublin, and Dean of 
Ardagh. He m arried  Madlle. Le 
Bretonnier. He died on the 19th Sept., 
1749, and  left one son, the Rev. Jam es 
Saurin, who became Vicar of Belfast. 
He m arried  Jane, daughter of Wm. 
Johnston, of New Forge, Co. Antrim. 
His fourth son, James, was ordained at 
L isburn on Feb. 2nd, 1781, and  was con
secrated as Bishop of Dromore on 19th 
Dec., 1819. In  January , 1796, he m arried  
Elizabeth, daughter of Wm. Lyster (died 
19th July, 1853). He h ad  two sons, 
Jam es an d  Lewis. James was born in 
December, 1796. He was oidalned in  
1820, and  in  1826 became Vicar ol 
Seagoe. His tenure of the P arish  of 
Seagoe covered more than  half of the 
19th century. W hen the Archdeacon (or 
as he w as affectionately called by the 
P arishioners, the “ Deacon") came to 
the P arish  only 11 years had elapsed 
since the Battle of W aterloo. No ra il
w ays had  yet been made, and the only 
method! of travelling  w as by stage 

VEN. ARCHDEACON SAURiN, Rector and Vicar coach or private carriage. The tow n of
of Seagoe 182G—1879. Portadow n w as only beginning to shape

itself, an d  St. M ark’s Church had  just 
been built an d  consecrated. The P arish  of Seagoe th en  extended to w ith in  200 yards of Old Shankill 
Graveyard. It also included w ithin its bounds a good ha lf of w hat is now known as the P arish  o 
Knocknamuckley, the site on which the Church was afterw ards built a t Knocknamuckley being w ith in  
the boundaries of Seagoe Parish . The Hector of Seagoe depended for h is  income on the rents receive^ 
from the two Glebe tcw nlands of Lower Seagoe a n d  Kilvergan. The P arish  was regarded  as one o 
much importance because of its size and population  and also because it form ed p art of w hat was know n 
as the Corps of the Archdeaconry of Dromore. W hen Archdeacon S aurin  becam e Vicar of Seagoe le
Present Church had  only recently been built. The in terior w as w hitewashed, a  g reat gallery extended
half-way down the Church, the pew s w ere of the old square kind, and the Church grounds were in  a. 
very unfinished condition. The Rectory w as not in  a habitable condition. It had  been pronounced in  
1819 as unfit for further habitation. Dean Blacker, who w as Rector, had  cut down all the great elm  trees

Isurrounding the house and lands, and the w inds from  the B ann swept up and made the big house very
j:old and draughty. The Ecclesiastical Com missioners gave the Archdeacon a sum of money w ith whic i 

» o  build a  new  Bectory, but instead of doing so he spent the money on putting  the existing house in to  
fepair He also improved the gardens and planted  rr; any  fru it trees and a m ulberry tree. 1 he trees whic
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a t present encircle the. Rectory lands -were also 
planted by h im  in 182G-—17. An exciting incident oc
curred  as he was holding his first Easter Vestry in 
the Church on Easter Monday, 1827. A message 
cam e from the Rectory to say th a t the stables had 
caught fire. All the members of the Vestry, headed. 
i>y the youthful Vicar, rushed over to the Rectory 
a n d  succeeded in quenching the flames before the 
Rectory caught Are, but the stables and outhouses 
w ere destroyed. Archdeacon Meade resigned the 
A rchdeaconry of Dromore and the Rectorship of 
Seagoe on May 10th, 1832, and  Archdeacon Saurin  
w as appointed to till the vacant offices. In  1833 there 
w as a w idespread agitation  in  Ire land  aga inst the 
paym ent of Tithes, and there arose w hat has been 
term ed the Tithe W ar. Rom an Catholic tenants ob
jected to pay the tithe. Archdeacon Saurin  assented 
to  a reduction of the Tithe in  Seagoe, the reduction 
am ounting to a sum of 7s 6d per acre. A m eeting of 
the tenants w as held, and *hey w ere so pleased with 
the  Archdeacon’s action  th a t they hoisted h im  up 
on their shoulders and carried  h im  round the P arish  
Church am idst tum ultuous cheering. In October, 
1833, Archdeacon Saurin  was m arried  to Miss 
Simpson, of Bath, w ho is described in  a  notice of 
the m arriage as “ beautifu l an d  h ighly  accom
plished .” A full description of h is homecoming was 
published in the M agazine for Dec., 1922. By his first 
wife he had three children—1, Caroline M ary Anne 
Elizabeth, who was m arried  on 9th Sept., 1858, to the 
Rev. Ambrose Sneyd Cave-Brown-Cave, th ird  son of 
S ir  John Robert Cave-Brown-Cave, B a r t Mrs. Cave- 
Brown-Gave died on the 16th April, 1903, leaving a 
fam ily  of nine sons and four daughters. 2, Christine, 
who was m arried  on Aug. 20th, 1874, to Dr. Stewart, 
o f Portadown. 3, Genevieve, who died in  infancy. 
Mrs. Saurin  died in 1838. On 28th Nov. 1843, the Arch
deacon m arried  as his second wife Elizabeth, 
daugh ter of the Rev. l ow land Egerton W arburton, 
an d  sister of General W arburton, the fam ous Aus
tra lian  explorer. She died on C hristm as Day, Rec. 
:25th, 1891, in her 85th year. An in teresting  tab let in 
the  Parish  Church com m em orates the death  of the 
A rchdeacon’s first wife.

(To be continued in  nex t m onth’s issue.)

“  The Irish Ch urch m an .”
Sunday School Teachers Will find useful notes for 

tl>e m orning and  afternoon S unday  School lessons 
in  the •?  Irish  Churchm an.” The Superintendents 
can  obtain their copies (price id  weeKly) a t Mr. Jas. 
Vance’s, Bridge St., on each Saturday.

Sunday School Teachers.
A m eeting of the Superintendents and  Teachers of 

ou r Sunday School w ill be held  (d .v . )  on T hursday, 
Dec. 9th, a t 8 p.m. in  Seagoe Schooi. The subject 
for consideration and discussion w ill be “ P rizes.” 
A full attendance of all interested in  our Sunday 
School efficiency is invited.

Seagoe Parish  A lm anacs.
The Parish  Almanac for 1927 is now  on sale, p rice

Twopence, at Mr. James Vance’s, Bridge St., or the 
m ay be had from the Superintendents of the variou 
Sunday Schools. I he Almanac is very brigh t an 
full of colour. It has a  text for every day in  tl 
year an d  contains m any otiier helpful thoughts ft 
the Home. The ‘pictures represent the various stagi 
of Life from Infancy to Old Age. Readers ought 
secure 1heir Almanac w ithout delay  as the numbt 
is lim ited, and the supply will soon be exhauste 
The Almanac, if sent to friends abroad, is a nice gil 
and  a daily rem inder of the old Church a t Home.

M others’ Union.
A m eeting of .the M other’s  Union will be held (d.v 

in  Seagoe School on Monday, Dec. 6th, a t 7-30 p.i 
Mrs. Molfatt Glow has kindly consented to give ai 
address to the members. Tea w ill be provided, 
full attendance of all the m em bers is requested. Tl 
committee of the M other’s  I'n ion are arranging 
distribution of gifts a t Christinas time, and they a; 
the practical help and sym pathy  of the Parishionei 
in  m aking i t  a  success. There is m uch need of sue 
gifts just now  ow ing to  the slackness of w ork at 
the high price of coal.

St. M a rk ’s Centenary.
The Services held from Nov. 7th to Nov. 14th 

St. M ark’s  Church, Portadow n, were attended 
large num bers of people. The Services were vei 
hearty  and inspiring, especially that, held on No’ 
11th (Thursday) Armistice Day. On Sunday, Noi 
14th, the follow ing Hymn was sung, se t to a  tune 
Mr. W. F. Woods, o rganist of St. M ark’s :—
Hymn Composed by LL=CoL Blacker, and sung 

the Consecration o f  Portadown Parish Churcl 
Novenber 14ih, 1826,
I-owl of life a n d  ligh t an d  power 
Be with ns in th is  solemn hour :
High throned  in  heaven, w ith favouring ear, 
Our hum ble supplications hear.
And tho’ tha t boundless heaven m ay he 
A temple too confined for Thee,
Oh, let this house Thy servants build 
Be with Thy glorious Presence filled  
Unless Thine a id  the Pila sustain,
The a r tis t’s labour is but vain  ;
Until Thy grace the fabric bless.
All hum an skill is valueless.
G rant from  the walls we here prepare 
For holy rites and praise and prayer.
O ur hum ble tribute still m ay rise 
An acceptable sacrifice.
And while unto Thy Name divine 
We consecrate Ihis earthly shrine,
Oh, let u s from th a t hour agree 
To dedicate ourselves to Thee.
T ill in  our m inds '1 hy “ W ords of Grace” 
And S pirit find a  dwelling-place ;
And, bu ilt in  Faith  an d  Hope and  Love, 
Each Christian h ea rt Thy Temple prove. r
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H 1foapp\> Christmas.
TKIle wisb all our IReaOers at bom e 

and  bepoaCi tbe seas a verg 

ftappp Christmas an£> a JBrfgbt 

and (prosperous IRew  JJ?ear.

Our Advent Services.
O i each Sunday evening anrl W ednesday evening 

ng Advent Special Sermons will be preached in  
Parish Church on the subject of “ The Second 
ent.” The Service on W ednesday evenings is 
p.m.

Services on Christm as Day.
Cn Saturday, Dec. 25th, being Christmas Day, the 

ol] swing Services will be held in the P arish  Church: 
8 a.m —Holy Communion.
1 -30 a.m.—M orning P rayer, Sermon an d  Holy 

■  imunion.
Tie offerings at both Services on Christm as Day 

.'il be on behalf of the Parish  Poor Fund Let not 
Bistm as be merely a day of social enjoym ent, 
la -k it by an act of worship in your P arish  Church. 
1 5  your Saviour’s Birthday.

The Sustenation Fund.
Elvelopes are now being distributed am ong those 

'aiishioners who have not joined the W eekly 
Antelope System. Please place your subscription in 
lel envelope and have it ready for the collector 
rtiln he calls, or else bring it to Church and place it  
H h e  offertory, but. be careful to w rite on it your 

e and address and the am ount of your subscrip-

The Weekly Envelopes.
|e  are glad to notice an increase in  the am ount 

g subscribed through the W eekly Envelopes, 
sets of Envelopes for the New Year—1927 w ill 

h°|tly be distributed. We ask those who happen 
! a little in  arrears w ith their envelopes to please 
e up their contributions before the end of the 

ear. The Parish  Accounts ciose on Dec. 31st.

The World-Call.
great Missionary Revival is on foot th roughout 
Church. It is known as the W orld-Call Move- 

leni and has for its object a deepening of in terest 
1 %e Foreign Mission work of the Church. A g rea t 
' el in§ of Church people will be held in  L urgan 
âréchial Hall on Monday evening, December 6th, a t  
P-In-, to which our Seagoe peo’pie are inv ited  

n Garfield W illiams, a famous M issionary, w ill 
d and speak. We hope m any from  Seagoe w ill 

•t^ d this meeting. There is a convenient bus ser*
I  to and from Lurgan.

The Church Arm y Van.
"I welcome once again  to Seagoe P arish  a Church 

Mission van. It arrived here from  W arings-

town on  Friday, Nov. 26th, in  charge of Captain 
Stocks and Cadet Crawford. Mission services ar** 
being held  each n igh t a t 8 pjna. in  Edenderry- 
P arochial Hall. The Mission w ill be continued u n til 
the th ird  week in  December. A Children’s  Missior* 
service is  held on  Tuesdays and F ridays a i 7 p.m . 
The services have been well attended and m uch in 
terest has  been show n in the Mission. The Church 
Arm y Hymn book is  used. No service is held o a  
S aturdays. T he service on Sunday evening is a t 8-30.

Visit o f the Rev. W. T. Grey.
We will be glad to have a visit again  from  the 

Rev. W. T. Grey, w ho was Curate of Seagoe from  
1901 to 1904 At th a t tim e the late Rector w as in  weak, 
health , an d  Mr. Grey carried  on w ith vigour and. 
energy the work of th is g rea t Parish . After a short, 
spell as Curate of St. Luke’s, Belfast, he volunteered 
for Foreign Mission work and was accepted by. t f o  
Society for the P ropagation  of the Gospel for w ork 
in  Tokio, the cap ita l of Japan. Here he laboured 
fo r some 10 years, and then re tu rn ing  home obtained  
a  position as C athedral Vicar in  St. F inn-B arr’s 
C athedral, Cork. He w as then appointed Rector o f si 
P a rish  in  the Co. Cork, a  post w hich he held u n til 
ea rly  i h is year, when he w as appointed D eputation 
S ecretary  to the Jews Society at its head office in  
Dublin. Mr. Grey w ill preach in Seagoe on Sunday, 
Dec. 5th, a t  M orning and Evening P rayer, on behair 
o f the Jews Society.

Soup fo r School Children.
T he ch ild ren  attending  Seagoe School who com a 

from  E denderry  are now supplied w ith nourish ing  
soup each  day a t  the School. It is supplied from  
the C arleton Home, an d  Mr. Johnston, of Edw ard 
St., h as  very k indly agreed to  send it  out on h is 
van  each schoolday du ring  December.

P arish  Register fo r November. 
M arriages

M 'K errartd  Gregson—Nov. 5th, Thom as Janies M‘Kerr„ 
o f  Belfast, to E lizabeth Gregson, of D ruingor. 

Noble and  Boyd—Dec. 2nd, W illiam  Noble, of Ne w ry , 
•to Elizabeth Boyd, o i Edenderry.

B uria ls
Hewitt—Nov. 12th, M argaret Hewitt, of E denderry  ;

aged  83u In terred  a t Drum cree.
M 'Kerr—Nov. 20th, Letiiia M 'Kerr, of E denderry  ; 

aged  63.
Cuddy—Nov. 23rd, Em ily E lizabeth Cuddy, off Bel

fast, ; aged 25.

The Select Vestry.
At rte m eeting in  November the Select Vestry con

sidered the possibility  of som e of the trees in  the  
C hurchyard  being cu t down. But it is felt th a t  
n o th ing  should he done w hich would a lte r  the pic
tu resque appearance o f  ihe Church a s  it now stands. 
T he m atte r will be aga in  considered a t  the n e x t 
m eeting of the Vestry



RECTOR :
Rev. Canon Archer, B.D., The Rectory, Seagoe, 

Portadown.
CHURCHWARDENS :

Hector’s—Mr. James Twinem, Lylo and Edenderry. 
People’s—Mr. Moses Gilpin, Drumnagoon.

SEAGOE P A R I 8 H

ITEM S
Drum cree P arish  held special services in October 

to  com mem orate the 70th anniversary  of the con
secration of the present Church. It is of interest 
to  the people of Seagoc tha t the conspicuous spire, 
w hich is a landm ark in the neighbourhood, was 
bu ilt by a  form er Rector of Seagoe, Dean Blacker.

*  *  *  *

A num ber of strolling beggars have recently been 
asking for help in  th is neighbourhood and giving 
as  their address certain  streets in  Edenderry. 
P arish ioners ought to be careful not to give to any 
poor person unless they know som ething about 
them . To give alm s indiscrim inately is m erely to 
encourage dishonesty. If the money thus given were 
contributed to the Poor Fund of the Parish  it  would 
reach  the deserving poor.

* * * *
Much reg ret has been expressed at the death  of 

Mrs. M‘Kerr, of James St., which took place w ith 
trag ic suddenness. Sbe had  been in  weak health  
io r some tim e, but no one expected the end. During 
her long residence in  the P arish  she w as greatly  
respected by everyone who knew her. W e sym-

~  S E R V I C E  S .
THE PARISH CHURCH.

-HOLY COMMUNION—1st Sunday after M orning 
P ray er ; 3rd Sunday at 8 a.m., and  on the Chief 
Festivals.

HOLY BAPTISM—1st Saturday of Month a t 3 p.m., 
and during  any  Service in  the P arish  Church, 
if notice be given ; Two Sponsors a t  least are 
required, and they m ust be Confirmed members 
of the Church. Churchings are held a t each 
Baptism. Mothers are expected to bring a thank- 
offering. (See Book of Common Prayer.) 

MORNING PRAYER—Sundays and Chief Festivals' 
11.30 a.m.

EVENING PRAYER—Sundays 7 p.m., W ednesdays 
b p.m.

DISTRICT SERVICES.

H a c h n a h a y —Last Sunday of Month at 3.30 p.m. 
D r u m g o r — Second Sunday of Month a t 4 p.m.

MARRIAGES m ust be perform ed betwefe/i 8 a.m. 
Rectory, Lurgan. Due notice (48 hours) m ust 
By L i c e n s e — Labourers 5/-, Tradesm en 10/-, M erchants 
FUNERALS will be afiended by the Clergy if proper 
the Clergy w ithout delay. FEES FOR CERTIFICATES 
(non-residents) ; MARRIAGE, 3/7. An ex tra search 

A copy of the M agazine will sent post free to

pathise very sincerely w ith Mr. M'Kerr and lj 
fam ily in  their sad loss.

* * * *
Convenient w aiting rooms are being erected 

Seagoe graveyard. A large num ber of the grai 
in  Old Seagoe are now very’ carefully tended ai 
p lanted w ith flowers.

* * * *
Captain Stocks, who is w ith the Church Army, 

a  native of Yorkshire. He has  been a worker :n tl 
Church Army for seveial years and last year visit 
the United States (including South Manchester) wi 
other representatives of the Church Army. Cad 
Crawford, his able Lieutenant, is a native of Beifa 
and  comes from St. M ary’s Parish.

* * * *
We have lost by death during the past month 

very aged and much respected parishioner in Mi 
Hewitt, of James St. She had lived for m any yea 
in  Toronto, but returned some years ago to t) 
country. Although approaching 90 years of age, si 
was very active up to the last. She had a gre 
love for Canada, where she had spent m any hap] 
years. Her quiet sp irit and Arm faith  marked 1 
out as one of God’s elect.

* * *
The Recreation Room for m en in Bridge St. is 

patronised  by the m en of the district. The gm 
have been newly sighted and several keen compel 
tions have been held for prizes presented by kin 
friends. A Jumble Sale is being arranged.
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C L A S S E S ,  &.G.

ADULT CLASSES--Sundays at 10 a.m.
For Men—Edenderry and Seagoe. For Women 
Seagoe School.

SUNDAY SCHOOLS—10 a.m. Edenderry ParocW 
Hall and Seagoe School. 3 p.m. Seagoe, Ede 
derry Parochial Hall, Levaghery, HacknaW 
Came, Drumgor.

Men’s Recreation Room, Bridge St., open eve 
n ight from 7 p.m.

Seagoe C.L. Brigade in  Edenderry Parochial Ht 
on Tuesdays at 8 p.m.

M others’ Union, Edenderry 1st Tuesday, a t 4 p .»

DAY SCHOOL— Seagoe, 9.30 a.m. P r i n c i p a l — Mr. 
Rennix.

in d  3 p.m. Licenses are issued by Rev Canon H a n n o n  
be given to the Rector of intended weddings. FEES' 
an d  Farm ers 15/-, Professional £1. By Banns 5' 

notice be given. SICK CASES should be n o t i f i e d ^  
BAPTISM, 3/7 : Children (Factory), II- and V 

fee is chargeable in certain  cases 
any  subscriber for 3s per annum .


