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Me wisb all our IReafcers at 
1bome anD Be\>on& tbe Seas a 
IDerç Tbappp Christmas anfc a 
Bright anQ (Slab IRew |)ear. 

CHRISM AS, 1928.
The C hristm as F estiva l is e ssen tia lly  the Festival 
the Home. The sca tte red  m em bers of the fam ily  

tele ga ther together once ag a in  to  spend  th e ir  
îristmas at the old fireside. The ch ild ren , too, 
ve C hristm as. It is the season of joy  and  happi- 
iss. But in  tlie m idst of ou r social festiv ities w a 
ust not forget w hy we keep C hristm as. It is the 
viour’s b irthday . The u n ity  of th e  hom e circle; 
U be deepened and  s treng thened  if we b rin g  into 
r rejoicing a note of true  T hanksg iv ing  th a t God 
it take our N ature upon Him  and  lived our H um an  
fe tha t He m igh t redeem  it a n d  consecrate  it. 
t'lie ch ild ren  also  w ill rem em ber in  the m id st of 
eir m erry-m ilking th a t C hristm as is the F estiva l 
the C hrist-child  and  th a t He loves them  and  

■derstands th e ir  child-life. O ur C hris tm as w ill 
rtainiy be incom plete un less we associate  w ith  it 
act of W orship  in  the H ouse of P ray e r . M any 

H, we hope, be presen t on C hris tm as m orn in g  to 
rtake of the Holy C om m union and  thus to fitly 
irk the S av iou r’s B irthday . O ur b rig h t C hris t
's Services w ill tune  our h ea rts  in to  un ison  w ith  
that is h ighes t and  best in  our C hurch an d  Home 

!e .

Our Christm as Services.
On Christmas Day, Tuesday, Dec. 25th, th e  fo l
ding Services w ill be held in  the P a rish  C hurch:—
8 a.m.—Holy C om m union.
U-30 a.m .—M orning P ray e r , Serm on a n d  Holy 

Communion.
offerings a t both Services on C hris tm as D ay 

H be given to the P a ro ch ia l P oor Fund.

Special Advent Services.
rile season of A dvent is one of the  specia l Mis- 
111 seasons of the C hurch. The Collect for th e  
nclay before A dvent beg ins w ith  the w ords “ S tir  
s "'e beseech Thee, th e  w ills  of T hy  fa ith fu l 
Qple.” x h e  expecta tion  of ou r L o rd ’s Second 
tiling is to s tir  us up to new ness of life. D uring  
!vent the fo llow ing Services w ill be held  ( d . v . )  in  
1 p arish Church

Advent Sunday, Dec. 2nd—Special subject “Foreign 
Missions.,” or “W in n in g  the W orld  fo r C h ris t.” The 
offerings at the Services on Advent S unday  w ill be 
in  a id  of F ore ign  M issions.

Second Sunday in Advent, Des. 9th— Special sub
ject “ T he Bible and  the C hurch .” O fferings on be
h a lf  of the H ibern ian  Bible Society.

Third Sunday in Advent, Dec. 16th— Special sub
jec t “ Home In fluences.”

Fourth Sunday in Advent, Dec. 23rd—Special sub 
jec t “ The C hristm as M essage.”

Wednesdays in Advent.
A special A dvent Servûce w ill be held  in  the 

P a rish  C hurch on each  W ednesday  in  A dvent a t 
8 p .m . The first of these Services w ill be held  on 
W ednesday , Dec. 5th. The succeeding  Services w ill 
be held on Dec. 12th and  Dec. 19th. The W ednes
day  Services in  the P a ro ch ia l H all wûll be d iscon
tin u ed  d u rin g  Advent.

Seagoe C L B.
T his new ly-rev ived  C om pany of the  C hurch L ads’ 

lirig ad e  is p ro v in g  a  g rea t success. T here are  now  
over 30 lads enro lled , and  th e  p a rad es  a re  held  in  
the  P a ro ch ia l .H all each  F rid ay  evening  at 8-30 
C ap ta in  G racey an d  F irs t L ieu tenan t Casey, w ith  the 
ass is tance  of th e  Bev W. A. H enry  and Mr. W ilson 
M etcalf a re  w o rk in g  h a rd  to  m ake th e  C om pany a 
g rea t success. The Jum ble Sale  an d  collecting  cards 
have b rough t in  a su b s tan tia l sum  of m oney, w hich 
h a s  been lodged w ith  the P a ro ch ia l Hon. T reasu rer. 
The C.L.B. is a  sp lend id  o rg an isa tio n  for th e  tr a in 
ing  of lads. It incu lca tes the necessity  fo r D iscipline 
of the Body ,M ind and  Spirit.

The C om m ittee desire  to th an k  h ea rtily  a ll w ho 
have so k ind ly  helped  a t  the  Jumble Sale and w ith  
co llecting  cards.

St. M a rk ’s Foundation Stone
T he lay in g  of the F o u n d a tio n  S tone of the W a r 

M em orial T ow er of St. M ark’s C hurch, P o rtad o w n , 
w as a func tion  of g rea t in te rest and  im portance . 
The Rev. Canon A rcher and  the  Rev. W. A- H enry  
w ere  p resen t from  Seagoe. The Serv ices in  the 
C hurch  a n d  at th e  T ow er w ere  very  im pressive and  
devotional. The Rev. Canon Leslie, th e  A rm agh  h is 
to r ian , p reached , and  the stone w as la id  by M rs. 
D’Arcy, w ife of th e  L ord P rim ate . T he P rim a te  w as 
also  p resen t, T he Tow er w ill be a g rea t o rnam en t 
to P o rtad o w n  an d  in  he igh t and  design  w ill form  
a s trik in g  tr ib u te  to ou r fa llen  heroes.

Annua! Subscriptions
Those .w ho subscribe a n n u a lly  to th e  S usten ta tion  

F und  a re  asked  to  k in d ly  p a y  in  th e ir  subscrip tions 
ea rly  in  D ecem ber. The accounts close on Dec. 
31st, and  su b sc rip tio n s  received a fte r  th a t date  m ust 
be ca rr ied  in to  n ex t y e a r ’s accounts. E nvelopes 
have  been c ircu la ted  am ong  the  subscribers.
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Seagoe M others’ Union
I lie m em bers of the  M others’ U nion have decided 

to a tten d  the Service to be held in  the P a rish  C hurch 
on  W ednesday,. Dec. 12th, a t 8 p .m . The collection 
a t th is  Service w ill be in  a id  of the C hristm as p a r 
cels fund , a very  w o rth y  object. The m em bers of! 
the S.M.U. have  u n an im o u sly  elected Mrs. John  Reid 
a s  th e ir  new  P res id en t in  p lace of Mrs. R ennix. We 
cong ra tu la te  Mrs. Reid h e a rtily  on h e r  new  office. 
The M others’ U nion h a s  proved  itself a  g rea t agency 
fo r good in the P a rish , an d  we believe th a t u nder 
Mrs. R eid’s gu idance , and  w ith  the D ivine b lessing  
it  w ill accom plish still g rea te r th in g s  in the future.

Edenderry Children’s Services
Oil every W ednesday  a t 4-30 a C h ild ren ’s Service, 

is held  in  E denderry  P a ro ch ia l H all. It is a ttended  
by over 100 ch ild ren , an d  the  num bers in crease  each 
week. A ch ild ren ’s cho ir g ives a  sp lend id  lead  to 
the sing ing . Mr. G racey conducts the Service, and  
the little  ones are  delighted  w ith  it.

District Services
D istric t Services w ere  h e ld  la s t m on th  in several 

cen tres of the P a rish , an d  the fo llow ing  have been 
a rra n g e d  for D ecem ber:—

T hursday , D ecem ber 6th, a t 8 p .m ., in  Carne.
T hu rsday , D ecem ber 13th, a t 8 p .m ., in  H acknahay .
T hu rsday , D ecem ber 20th, a t 8 p .m ., in  L evaghery. 

The C hurch A rm y H ym n Rook w ill be used a t these 
Services.

Seagoe Parish Alm anack.
The P a rish  A lm anac is now  on sale at Mr. V ance’s, 

16 R ridge St., arid m ay  also be had  from  the S unday  
School S uperin tenden ts . I t  is v e ry  b rig h t and  p re tty . 
The p rice  is 2d. Secure y o u r co‘py  w ithou t delay, 
a n d  send one to  y o u r fr ien d  across the sea.

Our Sunday Schools
On A dvent S unday , Dec. 2nd, ou r new  S unday  

School course begins. The new  C alendar of Lessons 
for each S unday  h as been d raw n  up w ith  m uch care 
by the D iocesan R oard  of E ducation . The price of 
th e  C alendar is Jd. W ill p a re n ts  p lease see th a t 
th e ir  boys an d  g irls  get one. O u r S unday  School 
teachers  should  o rd e r a copy of the “ Ir ish  C hurch
m a n ” from  Mr. .John W augh, bookseller. It costs Id 
w eekly, and  con ta in s no tes on both the m o rn in g  and  
even ing  S unday  School lessons. T his is very  im 
p o rtan t. Every  teach er w ho w ishes to teach  w ell 
shou ld  get the notes.

Social a t Drumgor.
A p lea san t social, w h ich  w as la rg e ly  attended , 

w as h e ld  in  D rum gor C hurch  H all on T hursday , 
Nov. 8th. A fter tea, a succession  of round  gam es 
w as enjoyed. The social w as held  in  connection 
w ith  the D rum gor S u n d ay  Rible Class. On the 
fo llow ing even ing  th e  S u n d ay  School ch ild ren  h ad  a 
happy  social of th e ir  own, a t w h ich  a la rg e  n u m 
ber w ere present.

Levaghery Harvest Festival.
On S unday , Nov. 4th, a n d  M onday, Nov. 5th, the] 

w ere large g a th e rin g s  a t  both Services, and  the rooi 
w as beau tifu lly  decorated. The Rev. T. H. Magi] 
M.A., C urate of St. M ark’;-., Poi'tadow n, preached : 
the S unday  service, a n d  Mr. li. Gracey, Lay Rearte 
at the  service on M onday evening

New Principal of Seagoe■
The R ector has appo in ted  Mr. R obert Scott to tl 

v acan t princ-ipalship of Seagoe P ub lic  Elemental 
School. Mr. Scott lias for the p a s t ten  y ea rs  bet 
F irs t A ssistant T eacher in  E nn isk illen  Model Sclioo 
He comes to us w ith  the  h ig h est recom m endatioi 
and  h as in  the course of h is educational career r 
ceived m any  special certificates for proficiency. 1 
holds certificates from  the School of Art, South  lia 
sington, for freeh an d  d raw ing , m odel d raw ing , ge 
m etry  and  advanced  design, a 'so  a certificate froi 
the R oard  of T echnical In s tru c tio n  and  Agricultui 
for b lack-board  d raw ing . Mr. Scott w as tra ined  Í 
K ildare P lace T ra in in g  College. He hopes to taken 
w ork in Seagoe in  Jan u ary . W e ex tend  a heart 
w elcom e to Mr. and  Mrs. Scott and  th e ir  yotiii 
fam ily  on com ing to live am ongst us.

Our Congregations.
O ur congregations have, we are  th an k fu l to sa: 

la rge ly  increased , but th e re  is still room  for moil 
Some pew s are  still v acan t th a t ought to be fille 
W ere you  in  you r p lace am ong God’s worsliippii 
people las t Sunday? H ad  you any  excuse for n 
being  p resen t w hich  w ill s tand  the tes t of th e  Jud 
m en t Day? P recious oppo rtun ities of w orsh ip  a 
p a ss in g  over yo u r head  never to re tu rn . Come 
you r P a rish  C hurch on S u n d ay  first, and  conttn 
to come, and  b rin g  o thers w ith  you !

Seagoe in Canada*
W e th an k  Miss S a rah  M ‘M ullen for send ing  a  v« 

in te restin g  P a rish  M agazine from  T rin ity  Churc 
P o rt Credit, Toronto, C anada. It is fu ll of got 
th ings. The Rector is the Rev. H enry  E arle , M. 
He h as a  te lephone No. 113. A pho to g rap h  of tl 
C hurch ad o rn s  the cover. It is a sm all b rick  buil 
ing of nea t ap pearance  and  p re t ty  surroundifii 
The C h u rch w ard en ’s M edal in the S u n d ay  Scho 
w as won by M ary Griffith. The P a r ish  hart j« 
been v isited  by n ine  C hurch A rm y C rusaders, s 
C ap ta ins an d  th ree S isters. A C onfirm ation will sot 
be held. The Y oung M en’s Bible Class is startii 
its fifth  session. T here is an  am u sin g  piece 
p o e try  en titled  “ The L adies A id .”
Judge C rain  con tribu tes a  m ost useful article 1 
“ T ake yo u r ch ild  to C hu rch .” Judge C rain is 
Justice of the Suprem e Court in  the S tate of >’e 
York. H ere is a sentence from  it, “ You recogni 
th a t to feed, clothe, house and  educate you r child I 
not enough, you m u st be m ind fu l to h ave  h im  g« 
in  righ teousness. The com m and * R em em ber 11 
Sabba th  D ay to keep it  h o ly ’ is u n rep ea led ."  " 
cong ra tu la te  T rin ity  C hurch, P o rt C redit, on its > 
te res tin g  an d  useful M agazine.
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Parish Register for November. 
Baptisms.

rim follow ing w ere bap tized  in  Seagoe P a rish  
ureli on November 3rd, 1928 :—
Gann—E unice E lizabeth , dau g h te r of Jam es and  

M innie M 'Cann, of E dederry .
Sponsors—S arah  Kane, M innie M 'Cann. 
melt—R ichard W esley, son of W illiam  and  Evelyn 

Jennett, of E denderry .
•Sponsors—E lizabeth  K ilpatrick, E velyn .Jennett. 
iddeil—Yvonne C aroline, d au g h te r of Jam es Nelson 

and  H annabella  Ruddell, of T arson .
Sponsors.!amen Nelson H uddell, H annabella  H uddell. 
iy—W ilfred, son of Sam uel Jam co and  A nnabella  

Guy, of D erryvore.
Sponsors—M'itlicent Coulter, A nnabeila  Guy. 
ddell—Ivy K athleen, d au g h te r of F rederick  W in. 

and  M ary E lizabeth  R uddell, of Low er 
Seagoe.

vton&ors—M atilda H uddell, M ary E lizabeth R uddell.

M arriage.
eke ring and  G racey—Nov. 14th, 1928, A lbert E dw ard  

P ickering , of P ortadow n , and  M argare t Dil- 
w orth  Gracey, of B alteagh.

Seagoe in the New Hebrides.
i “ Seagoe” corresponden t sen d s us the fo llow ing 
teresting account of h is  experiences am ongst the 
nnibals of the South  Pacific.:—
Perhaps a  b rief sketch of our little  g roup  m ay  be 
interest to you. Most ‘people have  h ea rd  of F iji 

'(I the Solom on Islands, but I m uch doubt if one 
a thousand  h as h ea rd  of the New H ebrides. W e 
not often come in to  th e  lim eligh t, yet ou r un ique  

nn of G overnm ent rea lly  deserves a  better fa te—I 
ink I am  correct in  s ta tin g  th a t it is the on ly  one 
its k ind  in  the w orld, and  an  experim en t in  d ua l 
vernment w hich a t least, h as  subsisted  over 
years w ithou t any  un to w ard  “ in c id en t.” Br',- 

her and  F renchm an  live together in  perfect har- 
®y in a coun try  w hich belongs to  n e ith e r and  
t belongs to both. In the tow n of V ila, ou r C apital, 
e sees the B ritish  an d  F rench  flags fly ing  from  
■ various public bu ild ings, an d  both  w ith  equal 
fht.
Historically, the Group is ce rta in ly  im p o rtan t, bu t 
'thentic records of its very ea rly  days a re  very  
arce. It w as one of the first discoveries in  the 
‘«flc of tiie ce lebrated  N avigator de Q u iro s, w ho 
■•he y ear 1606 cast an ch o r in  a large  bay  to  w hich  

«ave the nam e St, P h illip  and  St. Jam es, an d  
ch it rem ains to th is  day. U nder th e  im pression  

at he h ad  a t la s t located  the G reat S o u th e rn  Con
nut, the d ream  of those e a r ly  ad v en tu rers , he 

Red the lan d  he had  d iscovered  “ T ie rra  A ustra lis  
P E sp iritu  S an to .” He even estab lished  a  settle- 
ent in  the sam e B ay on the banks of a  r iv e r w h ich  
B called the R iver Jo rdan , firm ly  convinced  of thei 
ast im portance of h is d iscovery  T he settlem en t 
as short lived, d isease, and a la rg e  hostile  nativei 
'Pulation soon p u t an  en d  to it. R em ains of Iris

se ttlem en t are  sa id  to exist to  th is day, b u t I have 
yet to m eet the m an  who h a t  an y  definite know 
ledge of them , e ither first, o r second hand.

The G roup w as nex t red iscovered  by C aptain  Cook 
in  the y e a r 1768, an d  th o ro u g h ly  explored and  
ch a rted  by him  in 1774. On account of its resem 
blance in  shape to the H ebrides, m uch  n e a re r home, 
he called  the G roup the New H ebrides ; b u t it re 
m ained  fo r B ougainville  to d isprove the conten tion  
of de Q uiros, a n d  a t  about the sam e tim e as Cook 
m ade  h is first voyage to  the Pacific, th e  fo rm er 
sa iled  th ro u g h  the ch anne l w h ich  now  bears h is  
nam e, an d  w hich  sep a ra te s  th e  is lan d s of M alekula 
an d  E sp iritu  Santo.

For m an y  y ea rs  the New H ebrides rem ained  a “ no 
m a n ’s ” land , bu t ev en tua lly  becam e the favourite  
h u n tin g  g ro u n d  of the “ b lack b ird e i” and  th o u san d s 
of na tives w ere “  re c ru ited ” to r  w ork in  the Q ueens
la n d  su g a r p lan ta tio n s. S e ttlem en t w as g rad u a l 
an d  slow. C om m encing w ith  a few  Copra trad e rs  
w ho p lan ted  cocoanut.; w hen  th e ir  m eans perm itted , 
p lan ta tio n s  w ere g rad u a lly  evolved, an d  to-day, 
ag ricu ltu ra lly , th e  Group h a s  assum ed  im p o rtan t 
p ro p o rtio n s . W ith  settlem en t cam e the  G overnm ent, 
a t first a  B ritish  and  a F rench  Besident. to w atch  
over th e ir  n a tio n a l in te rests  and  ad ju s t such  m a t
te rs  as w ere w ith in  th e ir  com petence ; m eanw hile  
G reat B rita in  an d  F ran ce  h ad  come to an  ag reem en t 
no t to an n ex  the Group w ithou t th e  sanc tion  of the 
other. No th ird  p a rtie s  w ere-in te res ted .

M issionary  en deavou r lias done m uch  tow ards the 
p resen t c iv ilisa tion  of th e  ers tw h ile  cann iba l. In  the 
old days the na tives th ro u g h o u t the G roup w ere in 
ve te ra te  cann iba ls ; w ith  the m arch  of c iv ilisa tion  
in  certa in  is lan d s the m issio n aries  have g rad u a lly  
w eaned  th em  from  the tas te  for h u m an  flesh, and  
the average  n a tive  looks w ith  considerab le  sham e 
on the m an n e rs  and  custom s in  th is  respect of h is  
fo rbears. C ann ibalism  still ex ists to  th is  day  in  
th e  is lan d s  of M alekuia Santo  an d  Pentecost, bu t 
except in the first-nam ed is lan d  w here  the p rac tice  
is open an d  un ash am ed , th e  n a tiv es p re fe r no t to 
ad m it th e ir  appe tites  in  th is  d irection . The M ale
k u la  n a tiv es  a re  reputed , an d  w ith  reason, as the 
w ild es t n a tiv es  of th e  South  Pacific. M issionary  
en d eav o u r has m ade  no im pression  upon them  ex
cept p e rh a p s  in  tiie so u th e rn  p a r t  of the is land , and  
a fte r  35 years  of constan t w ork an d  sacrifice the 
v isib le effect to -day  is nil.

The n a tiv es  have m an y  custom s which, a re  
p ecu lia r to  th is  G roup and  w hich  have  no  m ean ing  
or ex p lan a tio n  fo r th e  w h ite  m an . W hen ques
tioned  on these sub jec ts the in v a riab le  rep ly  Is “ Me 
fe lla  no savvy, fash ion  b ’long  ine fe lla .” (We do n ’t 
know , it is o u r  custom ). F o r instance, there  a re  
no b.g Chiefs in the Group, o r h e red ita ry  Chiefs a t 
a ll. R ank  and  m erit a re  acqu ired  th rough  the k il l
ing  of a n u m b er of p igs at the cerem onia l dances 
w h ich  take  p lace  at re g u la r in tervals. In  accord
ance  w ith  the nu m b er of p igs a  m an  kills and  de
p en d an t on th e ir  q u a lity  he takes an o th e r nam e and  
so rises in ran k . He becom es a “ P ig  C hief,” but 
w ith  no m ore a u th o r ity  or s ta tu s  th a n  the average
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m an, except at the cerem onial dances. Inheritance  
is th ro u g h  the m other, not the father. In certa in  
is lands a s is te r m ust never speak to or let h e r  face 
be seen by h e r bro ther. W hen m eeting  h im  on a  
road  anyw here  she m ust sq u a t dow n on the g round  
and  cover h e r  face u n til he h as  passed. W ives are 
a lw ays bought ; in  the non -ch ristian  com m unities 
by the deposit of a ce rta in  num ber of pigs. P ig  is 
th e  native cu rrency . P ig  is the be all and  the end 
a ll in  the lives of the natives, an d  the tuskers,' some 
of them  indeed va luab le  an im als  in na tive  eyes, a re  
given m uch m ore considera tion  th a n  the w om en and  
ch ild ren . I forgot to m en tion  th a t no  native  is 
lim ited  to one w ife, bu t as m an y  as h is h e rd  of 
sw ine w ill perm it h im  to pu rchase . T he w om an  is 
the w orker and  beast of bu rden , responsib le for 
the feed ing  of the p igs an d  th e  head  P ig  of the 
fam ily , h e r lo rd  an d  m aste r, an d  ow ner. W hen  he 
is tired  of h e r she m ay be sold, k illed  o r g iven aw ay  
a t h is  p leasu re . In  th e  m ission ised  is lands wives 
a re  still bough t and  sold, som etim es fo r psgs, but 
now adays genera lly  for cash. The am orous sw ain  
has to p a r t up  w ith  som e £5 to £20 and  in  addition  
offer a  “ Kai K ai” (feed) to  the w hole v illage.

The native , m ission  or cann iba l, is a  very  su p e r
stitious being; a g rea t be liever in  w itchcraft, en 
chan tm en ts  and  dev il devils. , He can m ake up his 
m ind  to die, and  w ill do so no tw ith stan d in g  all the> 
doctors and  m edicines in  the w orld . If he firm ly 
gets th e  idea  th a t an o th e r m an  h as pu t a  spell on 
h im  fo r som e evil purpose, n o th ing  on earth  w'ill 
convince h im  to the con tra ry .

I w ill no t bore you w ith  any  m ore “m an n e rs"  and 
“ custom s” ; alm ost an  in exhaustib le  subject, th e re  is 
a lim it to yoor patience .

We are now  ap p ro ach in g  the end of our “ cool” 
season, and  the nex t few  m on ths are  likely  to  be 
try in g —the ra in y  season a lw ays is—fsom  November 
to M arch is th e  w orst p a rt of the year, w hen  every 
one w ho can  afford it  goes dow n to  Noumea, in  
New' C aledonia, or fu r th e r  on to Sydney  to escape 
the tr ia ls  of the “ h o t” season. No such  luck  for 
m e ju s t yet.

Old Seagoe Notes
Seagoe School in 1713— In las t m o n th ’s issue w hen 

tra c in g  the H isto ry  of Seagoe School the first re fe r
ence to  the existence of the School w'as fixed in  the 
y e a r  1735, w hen  the Rev. A rthu r Ffordp w as V icar of 
Seagoe. Since our la s t issue fu r th e r  fac ts concern 
in g  the an tiq u ity  Qf th e  School ,|iave bpen discovered 
w hich  prove th a t fo r m an y  years  before 1735, there! 
w as a school at Seagoe. An en try  in  the V isitation  
Records of the Diocese of D rom ore w hich w as copied 
oyt m an y  y ea rs  ago by th e  p resen t R ector in  the 
D ublin  Record Office (since destroyed  by fire) gives

the. follow ing ad d itio n a l p a rticu la rs  reg a rd in g  S 
goe School. In these re tu rn s  the Schoolm aster 
designated  “ l.u d im ag iste r.” In  1713 the Sclw 
m as te r ai Seagoe w as T hom as Campbell. He non 
n a ted  as h is successor Robert H erron. In  li 
W illiam  Lapsley filled the sam e office, and  in I! 
Jam es W ilson an d  B ryan  Cam pbell a re  recorded 
Schoolm asters of Seagoe. From  th is record  the i 
te re stin g  fac t em erges th a t Seagoe School has li 
a con tinuous existence for at least 215 years . \ 
doubt if there  is any  o ther P a rish  School in Irelai 
th a t can  beat th is  record.

f

“ Bop in-the-Hat,” a  Seagoe Character of t 
Olden Days.—W hile we are  w ritin g  about our a 
c ien t Seagoe School we m ust tell ou r readers i 
about “ R op-in-the-H at,” a fam ous ’Schoolm aster 
Seagoe in the days long gone by. In the y ea r li 
th ere  cam e to th e  P a r ish  as P a rish  Schoolm aster 
q u a in t bu t c lever charac te r, by nam e Franc 
D ogherty. He w as w ell-read, could w rite  and spt 
very  correctly . He ac tgd  as V estry Clerk as w( 
as School teacher, and  a ll h is  en tries  in the Vesti 
R egisters a re  m ade in a nea t h an d  and  w ith  scrtfp 
lous care. But F ran k  w as very  odd in m an y  way 
Of course h is  incom e w as sm a ll—just a  few pouni 
a y e a r—and  he found it h a rd  to m ake both eni 
m eet. He w ore a top ha t, as w as th en  the custo 
w ith  schoo lm asters an d  possib ly  a shabby-gente 
b lack frock coat. But he is chiefly rem em bered f( 
h is ha t. If covered m ore th a n  h is head. lie  live 
by h im self in a  sm all th a tch ed  cottage in  SeagO' 
and  each  week used  to go in to  the c lu s te r of liousi 
th en  know n as P ortadow n , to get h is g roceries. Hi 
w an ts w ere few an d  sim ple, a  bap or “ bop” of brea 
and  .p few ounces of tea  and  a ‘‘ g ra in  of sugar. 
The n e ighbou rs  rem arked  th a t a lthough  he bougl 
g roceries th ey  n ev er saw  him  b rin g in g  them  ho.® 
T hey  w ondered  how  he d id  it. One day  a  ch^nc 
acq u a in tan ce  happened  to  stop him  on th e  roat 
They gqt in to  an  an im a ted  conversation . It was 
very  ho t sum m er day, an d  F ra n k ’s heav y  coat Ha 
trffi.de h im  feel very  w arm . Ju s t as. the hea t of tii 
day  and  the heat of the a rg u m e n t had  reached  tiiei 
h ighest p o in t F ran k  u n th in k in g ly  lifted  h is  hat t 
vyipe h is fevered brow, w hen lo and  behold tM! 
sudden ly  ro lled  from  u n d e r h is ha t the  “ b ap ,” ti 
tea and  the sugar. In a  m om ent F ran k  gathere 
them  up an d  pushed  them  back into, the crown * 
h is tpp hat, rep laced  the h a t on h is  p e rsp irin g  he# 
and  w ithout even w ish in g  h is friend  good-bye ra 
off at fu ll gallop  an d  d id  no t slacken speed until ll 
felt h im self secu re  in  the she lte r of h is  own we 
cottage. But ever a fte rw ard s  fie w ent am ongst S® 
gpe people by th e  nam e of “R op-in-the-H at.”
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