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D e a th  o f  M r .  C h a r l e s  J o h n s t o n .
P o rtad o w n  h as  su s ta in e d  a  se rio u s lo ss in  th e  d ea th  

of Mr. C harles Jo h n sto n , D.L., of Beeehcote. F o r 
v e ry  m an y  y ea rs  he  took a  le ad in g  p a r t  in  every  
m ovem ent fo r the w e lfa re  of th e  com m unity . He 
gave  u n s tin ted ly  of h is tim e  a n d  en erg y  a n d  ta len ts  
to  fu r th e r  every  good cause. M uch of th e  p ro sp e rity  
o f P o rtad o w n  a n d  th e  neig h b o u rh o o d  is  a ttr ib u tab le  
to  h is  unceasin g  in te re s t a n d  effort. H is sound  
com m on sense, h is  d islike of self-advertisem en t, an d  
h is  de lig h tfu l k in d lin ess  of m an n e r  w on  fo r h im  a 
g re a t p lace in  th e  affection  of th e  people. He h as 
left a  fine exam ple  to  P o rtad o w n  of d is in te rested  
pub lic  service.

The Ghoir Festival.
Ih i s  a n n u a l event took p lace a t  K nocknam uckley  

P a r ish  C hurch  on S a tu rd ay , M ay 26th, a t  4.30. Seagoe 
C hoir w as p resen t in  fu ll s tren g th . The L ord  P rim a te  
w as th e  p reach er. A fter th e  serv ice th e  14 C hoirs 
h a d  te a  to g e th e r in  the P a ro c h ia l H all—abou t 380 
p e rso n s  in  a ll. T he Rev. John  B entley, R ector of 
Jonesbo ro ’, conducted  an d  tra in e d  th e  choirs. Mr. 
B en tley  v is ited  Seagoe C hurch  fo r a  C hoir P rac tice  
before  the F estival. As a  C hoir tr a in e r  he  seem s 
a lm o st perfect. He know s every th ing , a n d  a lth o u g h  
lie critic ises  severe ly  he is no t slow  to co n g ra tu la te  
w hen  it  is deserved. H is advice to  th e  C hoir on 
T im e, Tune, th e  n eed  of P rac tice , a n d  th e  Joy  of 
S in g in g  w ill no t, w e believe, be soon fo rgo tten  by 
those w ho h ea rd  it.

Sunday School Excu rs ion .
It, h a s  been decided  to  have  th e  S u n d ay  School 

E xcursion  to  W arren p o in t th is  y ea r. W e w ill a ll be 
g lad  to  get aw ay  to the sea-shore once ag a in . The 
d ay  fixed is T h u rsd ay , Ju n e  21st. T h is  is Mid-Sum- 
m er day , an d  a lso  th e  longest d ay  in  th e  year, so 
th a t  th e  ch ild ren  w ill h ave  a  g lo rious tim e p ad d lin g  
an d  d igg ing  a n d  b u ild in g  san d  castles, an d  ea tin g  
lovely b u n s  a n d  d r in k in g  th e  b.est of Gohl .Medal Tea.

0  ■'■' . ! I M '  " , v  M  : 

Sympathy.
W e reg re t to  reco rd  th is  m on th  th e  d ea th  of. Joseph 

Allen, a  m em ber of a  fam ily  w ell know n an d  m uch 
respected  in  th e  P a rish . A fter a  lo n g  a n d  try in g  ill­
ness he  h a s  been  ca lled  to  h is  R est. His. la s t 'w o rds 
w ere “ Home, H om e.” O ur sincere  sy m p a th y  goes 
ou t to  h is  devoted  P a re n ts  an d  th e  m em bers o f the 
fam ily  in  th e ir  afflic tion . T he F u n era l, w h ich  w as 
v ery  large , took p lace  to  Seagoe G rav ey ard  on Sun­
day, M ay 20th.

C o n g ra tu la t io n s .
WTe offer ou r h e a rty  co n g ra tu la tio n s  to  th e  Rev. 

G. W . M illington, M.A., C urate of St. M ark’s, on his- 
ap p o in tm en t a s  C urate-in -charge or the  P a rish  of 
A nnaghm ore . Mr. M illing ton  w as w ell liked no t 
o n ly  in  St. M ark’s P a r is h  bu t also  in  th is  P a rish . 
He h a s  he lped  u s  in  m an y  w ays, a n d  w as alw ays, 
re a d y  to ass is t by  g iv in g  add resses a t  ou r T em per­
ance g a th e rin g s  an d  also  by  occasionally  m in is te r­
in g  to  o u r sick ones in L u rg an  In firm ary . W e sym ­
p a th ise  w ith  Mr. M illington jr. the  recen t dea th  of 
b is  b ro th e r. In  th e  d ay s  to  com e w e hope often to  
see Mr. M illing ton  in  th is  neighbourhood , w here he  
w ill a lw ay s find  a welcome.

The Rev. W. T. Wilson, M .A .
T he Rev. W. T. W ilson, M.A., ou r new  C urate, w ill 

be w ith  u s  from  June 1st. Mr. W ilson  h as no t been 
able to  find  lodg ings in  Seagoe P a rish , an d  h is ; 
ad d ress  w ill be 13 H arfo rd  St., P ortadow n .

Parish  Register for May. 

Baptism s.
Keyburn—M ay 5th, 1923, M ary E lizabeth , d au g h te r 

of W illiam  Jam es and  M ary Jan e  H eyburn, of, 
E denderry .

Sponsors—S arah  F lem ing , M ary Jan e  H eyburn.

Redpath—M ay 23rd, 1923, R euben, son of W illiam  an d  
E lizabeth  R edpath , of K illicom ain .

Sponsors—W illiam  R edpath , E lizabe th  R edpath.

M arriage .
Walker an d  Pilsworth—A pril, 1923, a t  St. M ary 's  

C hurch, L iverpool, by th e  Bev. C anon Jones, 
V icar of B anbury , W illiam  B. W alker, M.D., 
of C atford, L ondon, fo rm erly  of U pper Seagoe, 
to  G ates M ary  L. P ilsw o rth , of Liverpool.

B u ria ls .
Allen—M ay 20th, Jo seph  A llen, of E denderry , aged  2? 

years .

P o rte r—M ay. 23rd, A nne P o rte r, of Low er Seagoe, 
fo rm erly  ô f B lëarv , aged 15 years .

Fcrde—M ay 24th, F ra n k  Forde, df E denderry , a g e d 1 
72 y ears . ■ i :

Ppllocfcr—M ay 30th,, A nne Pollock, of L ow er Seagoe, 
aged  14 years.
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Se ti g ou in New Zealand,
The R ector h a s  received  th e  fo llow ing  v e ry  in te r­

e s tin g  le tte r  from  Mr. S am uel W. C oulter, w ho left 
.Seagoe fo r New Z ealand  fifty  y ea rs  ago. He w rite s  
fro m  Te A w am utu  :—

D ear S ir,—I received  y o u r le tte r  w ith  B ap tism  Cer­
tificate  in  it. I a lso  received  a  Seagoe P a r is h  M aga­
z ine , w h ich  I w as v e ry  p leased  to  get, w ith  m an y  
th a n k s  fo r y o u r p ro m p t rep ly . I d id  no t th in k  th a t 
th e re  w as such a  p a p e r  p r in te d  m e b e in g  abou t 50 
y e a rs  aw ay . T here h ave  been  m an y  changes in  th a t  
tim e. Now, th is  is a  h u rr ie d  scribb le; it is now  close 
o n  7 o’clock p.m ., an d  the  m a il c loses fo r th is  m a il 
a t  8 o’clock a t Te A w am utu  P.O . I  w ou ld  have  sen t 
yo u  a  M oney O rder fo r th e  M agazine, b u t a fte r  4 
p .m . it could  n o t be got. I  rece ived  y o u r le tte r  on 
th e  21st of th is  m onth . I w ill send  you  th e  m oney 
n e x t m ail. D on’t  send  m e th e  p a p e r  u n ti l  y o u  receive 
th e  m oney. I th in k  th is  is  ab o u t th e  th ird  le tte r  th a t 
I h ave  w ritten  hom e a ll th is  tim e. I  d o n ’t know , bu t 
y o u  seem  a  n ice so rt of a  m an . Y ou know  w e a re  
a ll  supposed  to  be m en. I h av e  go t a  lo t to  ask  you  
abou t, a n d  a  little  to  do fo r m e y e t w hen  I have  got 
in  touch  w ith  you. S end  m e a  P o rtad o w n  p ap e r o r 
a  B elfast p ap e r ; I h ave  n o t seen  one fo r y ears . Can 
yo u  send  m e a  p ap e r ca lled  “ T he C ra ftsm an ” ? I 
a m  send ing  you  som e p ap ers . Are th e re  a n y  O range 
L odges abou t Seagoe now  ? No. 26 Seagoe O range 
L odge sa t in  m y  fa th e r’s house  fo r  49 y ears . My 
g ra n d fa th e r  h a d  th e  la rg e s t O range fu n e ra l ever the 
Rev. A rchdeacon  S au rin  a ttended .

Now, Mr. A rcher, I w ill d ra w  th is  to  a  close. The 
n e x t one w ill be a  lo n g er le tte r . Now y o u  m ust ex­
c u se  m istakes—I am  n o t up  to  the p en  business v e ry  
•well. I w as so p leased1 to  see som e new s from  old 
P o rtad o w n  ; I know  i t  v e ry  w ell. I  u sed  to  go to  
Seagoe S u n d ay  School; good old tim es then . A nd 
th e  d ru m s ou t n e a rly  every  n ig h t in  th e  week. In  
co n c lu s io n  I w ill say  good n ig h t.

I rem ain , y o u rs  f ra te rn a lly ,
A pril 23rd, 1923. SAMUEL W . COULTER.

A M essage from  Toronto.
Tiie R ig h t Rev. Dr. Sw eeny , Bishop of T oronto , h as  

w rit te n  th e  fo llow ing  le tte r  to  the Rev. C anon A rcher:
My d ear C anon,—I am  in  receipt o f y o u rs  of th e  

28th of A pril, a n d  h ave  p a ssed  it on  to  th e  G eneral

S ec re ta ry  of o u r C ouncil fo r S ocial Service, w ho w ill 
tak e  i t  u p  w ith  th e  C h a irm an  of th e  W elfare  D epart­
m en t of o u r Council.

You m a y  re s t a ssu red  w e w ill do a ll w e possib ly  
c a n  to  w elcom e a n y  w ho m a y  com e seek ing  to ca rv e  
ou t fo r them selves a  fu tu re  in  th is  new  co u n try . 

W ith  k in d es t reg ard s, believe m e,
F a ith fu lly  yours,

M ay 11th, 1923. JAMES TORONTO.

Important to Em igrants»
T he R ecto r h a s  a lso  received  th e  fo llow ing  le t te r  

from  th e  Rev. C anon V ernon of T he C hurch H ouse, 
604 Ja rv is  S tree t, T oronto . T hose w ho a re  in ten d in g  
to  go to C anada  sh o u ld  re a d  it  w ith  ca re  :—

My d e a r  C anon,—T he B ishop of T oronto  p assed  
over to  m e y o u r le tte r  of A pril 28th. O ur C h ap la in s  
a t  th e  A tlan tic  po rts  o f Quebec, H alifax  a n d  St. Jo h n  
secure th e  n am es a n d  C an ad ian  add resses of all 
A ng lican  im m ig ran ts  from  th e  sh ip ’s m an ifest, and  
th e n  com m end  th em  to  o u r  p a ro c h ia l c le rgy  th ro u g h ­
ou t C anada. Of course  p e rso n a l le tte rs  of in tro d u c ­
tio n  fro m  y o u  o r  o th e r  c le rg y  of th e  Ir ish  C hurch  
w ill a lw ay s  be help fu l. I t  m ig h t be w ell to  p o in t 
ou t to  m em bers o f th e  C hurch  of Ire la n d  th a t  th e  
C hurch  in  th is  co u n try  is  know n a s  th e  C hurch  o f 
E n g lan d  in  C anada, a n d  som etim es a s  th e  A ng lican  
C hurch . W e sh o u ld  be g lad  to  m eet a n y  yo u n g  Ir ish  
C hurch  people w ho  m a y  be com ing  to  T oronto  a t  th is  
cffice if  you  w ill give th em  a  le t te r  of in tro d u c tio n  
to  m e. My sec re ta ry , M rs. P ay n e , is  h e rse lf a n  
Ir ish  w om an , a n d  w e shou ld  be v e ry  g lad  to  ad v ise  
to  th e  best o f o u r ab ility  an y  y o u n g  Ir ish  C hurch  
people. I  am  sen d in g  a sh o rt no tice  to  the  “ C an ad ian  
C h u rch m an ” ask in g  o u r c le rgy  to  be on  th e  look-out 
fo r su ch  new com ers. In  C an ad a  w e h ave  th e  g re a t­
es t love an d  sy m p a th y  w ith  th e  C hurch  o f I re lan d , 
a n d  a re  on ly  too  an x io u s  to  a id  Ir ish  C hurch peop le  
to  li t in to  th e  C hurch  life in  th is  co u n try  an d  th e ir  
new  su rro u n d in g s  g en e ra lly . I  am  also  send ing  y o u  
a  copy  of o u r la s t a n n u a l rep o rt, an d  som e o th e r  
li te ra tu re  dea lin g  w ith  o u r  w ork  fo r th e  W elcom e 
a n d  W elfa re  o f new com ers.

May 14th, 1923.

F a ith fu lly  you rs ,

C. W. VERNON,
G eneral S ecre ta ry .

WITH THE “NINTH” IN FRANCE.
By Lieut.-C ol. S. W . BLACKER, D.S.O.

(C ontinued from  M ay M agazine.)
WEDNESDAY. AUGUST 23rd.

Bosche v e ry  ac tive la s t  n ig h t fro m  5 p.m . t i l l  4 
a .m . th is  m o rn in g . T ren ch  m o rta rs , 4.2 H ow s, F ie ld  
G uns an d  M.G. v e ry  v icious. T h ey  c a u g h t a  w irin g  
p a r ty  of ou rs  a n d  w o u n d ed  2 Officers a n d  1 m an ; 1 
su ch  a  d e a r  boy, W ingfield , on ly  18, so  keen  a n d  
capab le . T hey  go t h im  b a d ly  th ro u g h  th e  stom ­
ach . He w as one of th o se  w h o  did th e  P a tro l. I

purposely saved  h im  from  the Push, he w as so  
young, though he im plored me to let h im  go, and  
now  h e is  gone. I fear he can  hardly recover—any­
w a y  w e shan’t see h im  again. He cam e from 4ti* 
Battalion. The flies have suddenly got very bad. 
th ey  pervade everything, craw l into a ll food and  
generally  harry one—notw ithstanding fly-papers, 
creosote, spraying and  every device we can think  
of. The Padre w ill tell you  a ll  about th is part o f the
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lin e  a n d  th e  coun try . I m iss h im  sad ly . W e are  a 
very  du ll p a r ty  w ith o u t liim . F ine, a n d  p leasan tly  
w arm . W henever the  w in d  in  E th ey  o rder a  gas 
“ A lert,” w hen  gas helm ets h ave  to be w orn  in  a  
ce rta in  w ay, â n d  o th e r p recau tio n s  taken . Of course 
th e  w in d  is S.W ., h u t th e  gas “A lert” is still on.

THURSDAY, AUGUST 24th.
G odson jo ined  in  M arch from  4th B atta lion . W as 

in  4th H ussars. He is cap ita l, a n d  so b r ig h t an d  full 
of view s, an d  a lw ays qu ite  un p ertu rb ed . C lem ents 
cam e from  A rm agh. He h a s  go t the  M ilita ry  M edal. 
Corps, Div. a n d  Bde Cdrs co n g ra tu la te  him . The 
firs t m an  in  th e  B a tta lion  to  be decorated . The o rder 
h a s  gone ou t from  G.H.Q. th a t m en  a re  to  be re tu rn ­
ed  to  th e ir  un its . A qu ie t n ig h t an d  m orn ing , very  
little  M.G. fire, a n d  only  occasional shelling . D rizzle 
d u rin g  n ig h t an d  th is  a .m ., bu t a ll fo r heat. A p lea­
s a n t breeze now  go t up.

FRIDAY, AUGUST 25th.
T he Coy C om m anders’ C onference a t 2 p .m ., daily , 

an d  w e have a  ta lk  over th in g s, w hiph  g en era lly  las ts  
a n  h ou r. T hen  p o st com es an d  I w rite . T ea a t 5 
p .m ., an d  a w alk  ro u n d  v a rio u s w o rk ing  parties. It 
a lw ay s  takes m e a  d ay  to  settle  in to  tren ch  rou tine , 
a n d  th e n  I am  qu ite  h a p p y  an d  ha te  n o th in g  but, 
th e  first day. I am  feeling  u n h a p p y  a t the am oun t 
of w ork  th e re  is to  do. T hen  once w e beg in  to  tack le  
it, one is ab so rbed  in  th e  w ork . Now I ’ve go t the 
h a n g  of these  tren ch es an d  got th e  w ork  o rgan ised  
I do n ’t get u p  ea rly  excep t fo r som e special reason . 
T he a fte rn o o n  H ate ju s t begun. W e sp ray ed  inside 
of Mess w ith  creosote an d  the flies a re  m uch  better. 
I  h a d n ’t been to  ‘W ip e rs’ before. A sad  spectacle ! 
Not a  w all m ore  th a n  8 feet in  h e ig h t left. The 
C loth H all p rac tic a lly  d isappeared . A qu ie t n ig h t ; 
th e y  p u t a w hole lo t of ‘oil c an s ,’ abou t 50, in to  Bde 
o n  o u r left y e s te rd ay  p.m ., an d  w ere  v e ry  no isy  w ith  
g u n s  an d  H ow s fo r som e tim e, b u t th ey  le t us alone. 
H olt w as dow n la s t even ing  look ing  round . He now  
com m ands a  Coy a n d  ra th e r  likes it. So h o t an d  
m u g g y  to-day, a n d  the flies a re  very  try ing . The 
n e w  lo t a re  do ing  cap ita lly , 2 of th em  ou t on P a tro l 
every  n igh t, quite on th e ir  own, an d  fu ll of en te r­
p rise . A ltogether I am  v e ry  lucky. K en tish ’s le tte r 
■wiil in te re s t you. Of course, h e ’s a lw ays flow ery, 
b u t i t ’s quite a  n ice le tte r  to  get. W as called  aw ay  
to  ta lk  to  som e g u n n ers , a n d  gave them  tea. H um ph­
rey s  is B.Gen. R.A. of the Corps. I h a v e n ’t seen  h im  
yet. Som e one says H orne h a s  got 1st A rm y an d  
th a t  ‘P u tty ' h a s  gone hom e, a lso  Keir.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 26th.
A w et n ig h t an d  h eav y  show ers in  a.m . Now clea r­

ed  off. V arious S taff v isited  us, a ll v e ry  affable. 
T here  is a  c e rta in  am o u n t of w h a t is ca lled  T rench 
F ev e r go ing  ; i t ’s a  so rt of ‘F lu ’ Temp. M uggy w ea­
th e r , I th ink , h a s  b ro u g h t it  on. Godson re tu rn ed  
from  S n ip in g  C ourse la s t n ig h t, v e ry  keen, an d  
b rig h t b ird . Q uiet n igh t, b u t v e ry  hot. The Bosche 
p u t in  a  couple of sh rap n e l w h en ev er he sees a  
sm a ll p a r ty  show ing  them selves, a n d  m en  a re  ca re ­
less. He buzzed in  3 ab o u t 30 y a rd s  from  h ere  a  
q u a r te r  of a n  h o u r ago. T hey  a re  v e ry  ha rm less

u n less  y o u  a re  ju s t u n d e r  them . H olt w as  d ow n  
th is  m o rn in g , a lso  th e  g u n n e r  Lt.-Col. a n d  th e  H ow. 
M ajor, so w e w ere  fu ll of v is ito rs. W e d o n ’t  go o u t  
till W ednesday  ow ing  to  a  n ig h t w o rk in g  show . 
Som erset S au n d erso n  w as  ra th e r  im p ressed  w ith  th e  
d iscom fort of o u r su rro u n d in g s . I t ’s  cu rio u s h o w  
you  get accustom ed  to an y th in g . I h a rd ly  no tice  i t  
now , a n d  am  qu ite  h a p p y  here , w ith  a n  occasional, 
g row l. W e get o u r “ T im es” re g u la r ly  now  th e  
n ex t day. T hey  seem  g ra d u a lly  c reep in g  up  to  
I'h iepval. I expect n ex t sp rin g  o r su m m er w e sh a ll 
h av e  enough  b ig  g uns an d  a m m u n itio n  to  m ak e  a  
s im u ltan eo u s  P u sh  from  th e  sea  to  th e  Som m e.

SUNDAY, AUGUST 27th.
R ain  la s t n ig h t h a s  m ade ev e ry th in g  m uddy , b u t 

i t ’s fine a n d  d ry in g  now . T h ings fa ir ly  q u ie t. W e  
a re  on ly  6 d ay s in  an d  out, 7 d ay s  in  th is  tim e  o w in g  
to  a  w o rk in g  p a r ty  a rra n g e m e n t W ork  ou t h e re  is  
like a t  hom e, if you  p la n  ou t th e  tocks to  be d o n e  
a n d  o rg an ise  p a rtie s  fo r each, m ak in g  som e one re ­
sponsib le , a n d  th e  w ork  is done, b u t if  y o u  d o n ’t  
do th is , a n d  s im p ly  le t th in g s  slide, n o th in g  is d o n e  
—th e y  n e ith e r  w ire  n o r w ork . W e go  ou t to -m orrow  
n ig h t. Serg ts. B a rb o u r a n d  V en n ard  a re  bo th  d o in g  
sp len d id  work.

MONDAY, AUGUST 28th.
W e h ave  go t som e good  w ork  done th is  tim e. I 

have, o n ly  2 Coys ac tu a lly  in  th e  line, a n d  2 b ack  in  
suppo rt. By th is  m ean s  each  Coy on ly  g e ts  6 d a y s  
in  24 in  fro n t line.

H eard  from  R .P  M. in  an sw er to  m y  le tte r . H e’l ï  
do a ll  he  can  to  p rev en t stoppage of S e p a ra tio n  
A llow ances, b u t w an ts  m e to  sen d  h im  a  ro ll o f  
B a tta lion , w ith  ad d resses  of dependan ts , a n d  if  a n y  
a llo tm en t h a s  been  m ade. R a th e r a  g rin d , b u t w e  
a re  g o in g  to  do it. Do go a n d  see y o u n g  D ickson in  
T and ragee . He w as w ounded  in  M ay, w irin g , s t i l l  
h a s  a  bu lle t in  h im . He feels b e in g  o u t o f  it, a n d  
n o t g e ttin g  a n y  better. V ery w a rm  a g a in  la s t  n ig h t  
I h e a r  y o u n g  W ingfield  is  d o ing  ‘fa ir ly  w e ll’ o n ly . 
D u rin g  o u r six  d ay s  -R est’ w e h av e  to  A nd 70 m e n  
ev ery  n ig h t fo r w ork  here . E v ery  m a n  h a s  to. be  
b a th e d  ; b a th s  3 m iles aw ay . E very  m a n  h a s  to  
a tte n d  one d ay  fo r in s tru c tio n  a t  an ti-g as  school, »  
m ile s  aw ay , besides f ind ing  o rd in a ry  g u a rd s  a n d  
posts. I t  ta k e s  a  b it of fittin g  in  a n d  is  ca lled  a  re s t. 
I t ’s a lm o st m ore re s tfu l in  th e  line . W h en  a t  T a n ­
d rag ee  y o u  m ig h t go a n d  see th e  Jacksons—S erg t. 
J ack so n ’s people. He is  m issing , I fe a r  k illed . W a s  
in  U.V.F., a n d  in  E sta te  Office a t  T and rag ee ; very 
b rav e  a n d  g a llan t.

TUESDAY, AUGUST 29th.
Got a  ch ee ry  le t te r  from  W ingfield. I  am  in  h o p e s  

he  w ill do a ll r ig h t. He h a d  a b u lle t r ig h t th ro u g h  
h is  body. H e w a s  stoop ing  ten d in g  a  w o u n d ed  m a n , 
a n d  h e  go t i t  in  th e  back, bu t i t  seem s to  h av e  m in e d  
h is  stom ach . I re a lly  believe h e ’ll p u ll th ro u g h  a ll  
r ig h t. Q uick re lie f  w as fin ished  a t  10 p .m ., w as uj> 
h e re  a t 10.45 p.m . T o-day  h e a v y  r a in  a n d  th u n d e r , 
ev e ry th in g  in  a  fearfu l s ta te  a s  every  ro o f is  fu ll o f  
holes, a n d  I ’m g o in g  over an k le s  in  m u d , a n d  no­
w ay  to d ry . S u ch  a  n o isy  p.m. w ith  gu n s an d  th u n ­



SEAGOE PARISH MAGAZINE

der. S h ill tak es up  du ties of 2nd in  C om m and con 
am o re  a n d  is b e in g  m ost he lp fu l. I w as g la d  to  get 
o u t of th e  line—the ex tra  d ay  to ld . W e on ly  h a d  3 
c a su a ltie s , 2 Officers an d  I m an  w ounded  C onsider­
in g  T .M .’s an d  M.G.’s w as  fo r tu n a te . T he Div have  
w ired  abou t o u r 22 so hope th ey  com e soon. H ave 
w rit te n  in  ream s on th e  sub jec t freq u en tly  ! Feel so 
re liev ed  abou t W ingfield, bu t is  such  a g a lla n t boy, 
o n ly  17, b u t su ch  a  sp lend id  sp irit.

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 30th.

D on 't th in k  th e re  w ill be an y  P u sh  till th e  Spring , 
w h e n , a s  R ep ing ton  says, w e m ay  p u sh  from  th e  sea 
to  th e  Sorm ne. I t h a sn ’t  ceased  ra in in g  since la s t 
n ig h t. Y on m ay  im ag in e  the sta te  ev e ry th in g  is  in. 
M y san d b ag  residence  is s tream in g  ; it  h a s  no door 
a n d  th e  ra in  d rives in . L u tton  gone back  to  h is Coy. 
S oon  w e sh a ll w an t socks in  la rg e  num bers. W ill 
f in d  ou t abou t R oll Call on 1st Ju ly , b u t th ey  a re  
b u sy  a t p re sen t g e ttin g  out th e  lis t fo r R .P.M .—a  big  
job . Ju s t seen P ra tt , he  seem s v e ry  ch irpy . H ave 
b een  try in g  to  m end  holes in  all th e  roofs, b u t it 's  
a  b ig  job. W e have to  find 65 m en  every  n igh t. 
L uck ily  th e y  cancelled  som e of th em  la s t n igh t, an d  
to -day , ow ing  to  the w eather. The on ly  good th in g  
ab o u t th e  ra in  is  it  s tops the dea fen in g  gu n s ! I see 
G erm an y  is ra g in g  a t R o um an ia  com ing  in  ; it  ought 
to  tu rn  th e  sca le  w ell an d  helD R ussia. B u lgaria  
w ill  find  she  h a s  backed th e  w ro n g  horse. I t ’s g rea t, 
400,000 m en, an d  freedom  fo r R ussia  to  m ove m eans 
a  lo t, a n d  of course, as R o um an ia  d id n ’t jo in  in  
B a lk an  w a rs  Í  y ea rs  ago, she  w ill h ave  p len ty  of 
R eserves. E ve ry th in g  dam n ab ly  w et. Ju s t found  
I ’ve been  s ittin g  in  a  pool of w a te r  co llected  in  m y 
ch a ir .

THURSDAY, AUGUST 31st.

5.30 p .m .—P a d re  re tu rn ed  to -day  look ing  a ll the 
b e tte r, a n d  so cheery  ; h e  is such  a  dear. W e bom ­
b a rd e d  a n d  g en e ra lly  s tirre d  up  th e  B osche la s t 
n ig h t, an d  he  h a s  been stu ffy  a ll day , p lu g g in g  in  
sh e l l  ju s t over th is  a t sh o r t in te rv a ls  from  abou t 3 
a .m . up to  now . I don’t  th in k  h e ’s done m uch  d a m ­
age . Such  an  uncom fo rtab le  d ay  yeste rd ay , bu t to ­
d a y  su n n y , a n d  d ry in g  w ind . E very th in g  w as w et 
in  h u ts  a n d  dug-outs ; th ey  a ll leaked, a n d  such  a  
w ind , a n d  th e  ra in  d rove in . Looks a s  if  leave 
m ig h t o p ea  soon, bu t I co u ld n ’t leave yet. H ave 
to  find  66 m en  every  n ig h t to  w ire  on o u r fro n t ! 
I t ’s  too bad . Of course i t ’s u rg en t, b u t th ey  shou ld  
k nock  off th e  o th e r p arties . Be su re  a n d  im press  on 
a ll w ho  com e ou t to  in s is t on com ing  back  to  9th. If  
th e y  a re  firm  th e y  w ill get back. I can  do n o th in g  
h e re .

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 1st.

A nother show  of so rts  la s t n ig h t, a  tu m u lt of g u n s  
1.30 a.m . to  2 a.m . Bosche d id n ’t re p ly  on u s  here , 
but gave th e  fro n t lin e  som e, bu t d id n ’t  do m uch  
dam age . A boy ca lled  L ynass w as h it  b y  a  s tra y  
b u lle t re tu rn in g  from  w irin g , an d  is  in  a c ritica l 
cond ition . Keen, a lw ays d id  h is  job  w ell, and cap ­
able. I grieve for h is loss. Am g o in g  to  How  Obser­
vation Post after tea to have look at Bosche trenches.

H ad a sligh t chill y esterday , bu t am  a ll r ig h t to­
day. W e are  busy  try in g  To re p a ir  h u ts  here  to-day, 
an d  th e  accom m odation  h ere  is d isgracefu l, a n d  I ’m 
stra fin g  a ll round . T hey’ll ta lk  and  p lan  an d  do 
no th ing , an d  th en  the w in te r w ill *be upon us. 
A G raves Com m ittee bloke, ran k in g  as L ieut., cam e 
round  to-day an d  w as fea rfu lly  excited because 
som e R.E sapper w as bu ried  yesterday  in  the w ro n g  
cem etery. I h an d ed  h im  over to the P ad re . A con­
sequen tia l R e v . ------------------- , w ho you  m igh t th in k
w as ru n n in g  the w ar, lay in g  dow n the law  abou t 
bu ria ls , etc. C louding over, expect m ore rain .

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 2nd.

P oor young  L ynass died th is  a .m . early . I ’m  very  
so rry  a t h is  loss. W ent over to  see tra n sp o rt th is  
m orn ing , an d  lunched  w ith  the Bde. The 109th a re  
on the m ove go ing  from  one flank of th e  Div to the 
other; so silly, these little  m oves. T hey knock the 
h e a rt out of people. You’ve ju s t got y o u r little  b it 
im proved  an d  lo ts of p lans an d  p ro jec ts u n d e r w ay, 
w hen  yo u  m ove on an d  have  to begin  again . The 
13th w an ted  a  w ork ing  p a rty , bu t I rea lly  w ould  no t 
be good n a tu re d  a t the expense of the m en. U sual 
a fte rnoon  gun  fire go ing  on.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 3rd.
Service th is  m o rn in g  a t 10, bu t ou r guns w ere  so 

no isy  it  w as d is trac ting . Second Service a f te rw a rd s  
in  our Mess Hut. T here w as a  gas a la rm ’ la s t 
n igh t, about 11.30 p.m . E veryone stood to an d  p u t 
on gas helm ets, bu t no  sign  of gas, so a fte r  a  b it w e 
‘stood dow n.’ False a la rm , I believe, from  people on, 
o u r left. The h ig h e r C om m and are  very  n e rv y  
abou t gas here, a n d  one h a s  to be ca re fu l a s  the 
Bosche frequen tly  looses it off. One nev er m oves 
w ith o u t gas helm ets, a n d  w hen  th e  w ind  is easte rly  
everyone w ears  it, opened an d  p in n ed  to  the sh irt, 
in  front, read y  to  p u ll on. W asps a bo ther here, 
bu t no flies. In  the line  flies and  no  w asps. R icardo  
cam e over yeste rd ay  p.m . a n d  h a d  a long  B ukh !, 
He is com m anding  109th Bde tem p o rarily . Yes, 
P a d re  is one of the. best th is  w o rld  produces. W e 
a re  busy, w ith  help  of R.E., m ak in g  hu ts , etc., h e re  
m ore ra in p ro o f an d  g en era lly  better. Am leav ing  2 
c a rp en te rs  ou t of the line  fo r th is purpose. Am go ing  
to  stro ll out w ith  Shill, to h ave  a look a t an  outpost. 
W alked  back an d  d ined  w ith  R icardo  a t Bde. H.Q. 
V ery p lea san t d inner.

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 4th.
P ra t t  shou ld  get on very  w ell w ith  h is  new  lot. 

He h a s  know ledge a n d  keenness a n d  energy. T he 
M.G. Lt.-Col. a n d  M ajor—T hom pson  an d  C arfrae—I 
n ever m et before. Jos. Johnstone  com m ands ‘C,’ 
G iven ‘D ,’ an d  E nsor ‘B ,’ A llen ‘A .’ Colder to-day, 
a n d  try in g  to  ra in  My h a rry in g  d id  good. Comyn 
cam e over to-day  an d  p rom ised  us 2 Officers’ h u ts  a n d  
1 m en ’s a t  once. S hou ld  be up  before w e come ou t 
again . T h is  w ill m ake a difference to o u r comfort,. 
W e go in  to-night; re lie f g e ttin g  ea rlie r  each tim e 
ow ing  to  ligh t, w h ich  is a b lessing, as it  m eans ea r­
lie r  se ttlin g  in.

(To be continued.)


